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Two Dead 

in Akwesasne Violence 


By Deborah Shan 

Escalating violence has resulted in the shooting 
deaths of two men in the bitter dispute over on-re¬ 
serve gambling casinos at the Akwesasne Indian re¬ 
serve on May 1st. 

The week prior to the shootings had seen the re¬ 
serve, which is situated on the Quebec, New York 
and Ontario borders, tum into a civil war zone. 
Band members were faced with a barrage of all- 
night gunfire, sporadic machine-gun fire, car burn¬ 
ings, and beatings, as the two factions came head- 


“Why does it take 
a human tragedy before the 
U.S. authorities will wake up 
to the fact that the threat is 
real and dangerous." 


to-head. 

Violence mounted until two men were left dead 
in separate incidents on the Quebec side of the re¬ 
serve. Mathew Pyke, age 22, was a member of the 
anti-gambling group and Wilbur (J.R.) Edwards, 
age 30, was a gambling supporter. Both men died of 
bullet wounds towards the end of a night of contin¬ 
uous gunfire and violence. The exact circumstances 
surrounding the deaths are not known at this time. 

The dispute over gambling has grown over the 
past 3 years as seven illegal casinos have flourished 
on the reserve in St. Regis. The tribe has not sup¬ 
ported the gambling and has been attempting to 
shut down the casinos since their inception. 

According to Harold Tarbell, the American chief 
who is anti-gambling, “radical terrorists" are res¬ 
ponsible for the violence. He is infuriated with the 
inaction of U.S. and Canadian authorities, who only 
now are becoming directly involved in trying to re¬ 
solve the dispute. “Why does it take a human 
tragedy before the U.S authorities will wake up to 
the fan that the threat is real and dangerous." 
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SALUTING THE 

By Dale Stelter 

Since Earth Day, there has been a lot of criticizing 
of the “trendy-ism” involved in the event, and there 
have even been newspaper commentaries labelling en¬ 
vironmentalists as a bunch of ideological zealots plot¬ 
ting to overthrow the political and economic systems. 

Certainly, there are many people who have seen the 
environmental movement as a chance to grab onto a 
trend, and hop onto a band-wagon, thereby getting 
some attention for themselves. 

But the estimated 200 million people who 
participated in Earth Day 1990 can’t all be radicals or 
trendies. Instead, such numbers would more 
appropriately be seen as an indication of the increased 
awareness of the problems facing Mother Earth, and 
the increased dedication to her protection and 
preservation. 

Undoubtedly, much of that increased awareness and 
participation is due to the fact that individuals 
worldwide are finally realizing that they have, until 
now, been sealing their own fates by the way they’ve 
been treating the planet. 

Once that self-centred concept has sunk in, maybe 
those people will begin to understand that humans are 
not the landlords or managers of Mother Earth, and 
that she must be respected and honoured for what she 
is - the provider of all life. (Something that aboriginal 
peoples the world over have understood for thousands 
of years.) 

Part of the increased attention to this year's Earth 
Day, and the environmental movement in general, is 
probably also due to the fact that the mood of 
mainstream society is starting to swing away from the 
money and greed culture of the 1970s and 1980s. 

For most of those decades, money and profit took 
on the status of deities, and anything said or done in 
their pursuit was perfectly justifiable. For that reason, 
former U.S. President Ronald Reagan could propose 
to cut funding for the Environmental Protection 
Agency in half, relax enforcement of environmental 
regulations - and even say that trees themselves 
caused acid rain. 

But as the pendulum swings back, those people 
who stood by their environmental beliefs and 
standards through the worst of times are getting their 
chance to speak again. After years of sounding like 
isolated voices in the wilderness, those people are 
being listened to. 

It is encouraging to see that the Native voice is 
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increasingly being heard. In fact, Barbara Nicoll, one 
of the co-ordinators of Edmonton’s Earth Awareness 
Society, which organized the city’s main Earth Day 
events, had some interesting comments to make on the 
subject. 

Eva Cardinal of the Mother Earth Healing Society, 
a Native environmental organization, was among the 
opening speakers at the activities. Ms. Nicoll said that 
“as Eva spoke of healing for ourselves and for the 
environment, you could see that it was like an 
awakening for some people in the audience.” 

Let’s hope that more and more people start 
listening, and then acting. There are still many people 
who are unaware of - or who choose to ignore - 
Mother Earth’s plight. Right now, she needs every bit 
of help that she can get. 


We take this opportunity to 

SALUTE OUR ELDERS 
Thank you for the numerous contributions 
you have made. 

We wish you many more years 
of prosperity. 

From the 

BLOOD INDIAN 
HOSPITAL 



P.O. Box 490, CARDSTON 
Alberta T0K0K0 
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LETTERS 


Dear Editor 

Congratulations on a great March issue. I thoroughly enjoy your fine publica¬ 
tion and don’t like to miss an issue. 

I really appreciated Dave Moser’s article “On Freedom in Publishing” when he 
said “any free individual knows his freedom came from what he did on his own, 
not gifts from his parents, governments or well meaning individuals." 

I am a single parent who has chosen to work for a living even though the gov¬ 
ernment makes welfare a pretty easy alternative. At the end of a day I’m tired (re¬ 
ally tired) ... but 1 feel good about myself and my accomplishments. 

And when I’m most tired and complain about this or that to my friends they 
say “but look around you at what you’ve done. You must be very proud. And I am 
proud, because everything I’ve got I’ve earned. 

But most importantly through my efforts I’m teaching my kids to be indepen¬ 
dent, with a sense of identity and self-worth. So many “welfare moms” that I 
know are breeding a sense of welfare and dependence into their children. It’s a 
mind-set, a trap that I will not fall into. 

I was most pleased to read that the Alberta Native News is completely inde¬ 
pendent and has never taken any government grants or subsidies. 

I am happy to know that you will be untouched by government cutbacks and 
hope that others use your paper as an example and get out and work for a living 
rather than taking the easy way out. 

I was really impressed with your offer to other newspapers to help them with 
their transition to independence. Good luck and keep up the good work. 

Kim Singer 
Calgary 


Dear Dave Moser 
and Staff 

Thank you for presenting my personal article “I will not cry alone” and poem 
in the April issue of the Alberta Native News. I do appreciate the creativity and 
“touch of class” that you showed in illustrating my poem “In the Spiritland” with 
the artwork of Rick Noname. 

Now I hope we reached others and given comfort where it is needed. With your 
help I feel we have made some contact 

May the Great Spirit guide us for unity and peace. 

Ken Ward 
Enoch Band 



Dear Editor: 

My first opportunity to view Alberta Native News came after placing an adver¬ 
tisement in a special April editioa 1 was impressed by both the mechanical and 
editorial quality. Additionally, I admire your stand on government grants and ad¬ 
vertising. 

. .. The fine example that you are setting would predispose me to including 
you in our marketing mix when possible. 

Keep up the good work. Thai* you. 

Sincerely 

Roslyne Buchanan 
Marketing Services Manager 
Faculty of Continuing Education 
University of Calgary 
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New Restriction Set on Native Justice Task Force 


by Brian Savage 

A memo was sent from an official in the provincial 
government’s office directing prosecutors not to give 
briefs to the Native Criminal Justice Task Force set up 
to determine why a disproportionate number of 
Natives are in Alberta’s jails. 

Orders were also handed down to RCMP officers 
not to appear at the task force without prior clearance 
from their headquarters. 

But Justice Alan Cawsey, head of the $1 million 
probe maintains that these orders will have no effect 
on the inquiry. 

The restrictions came after testimony that RCMP 
offices for the Assumption reserve and at High Level 
are understaffed. 

In an interview, Cawsey stated that in light of the 
mandate of the Task Force only to hear 
representations from groups, restrictions on 
individuals should have minimal impact on the task 
force’s ability to gather evidence. 

“We’re trying to get the story from Native people,” 
declared Cawsey, “and if the police don’t participate, 
we’ll still get the story from the Natives.” 

Asked about criticism of the task force leveled by 
ND MLA Bob Hawkeswoith, Cawsey said it was a 
political matter, “and I have no comment.” He did add 
that Hawkesworth, along with all other MLAs, have 
been invited to make submissions before the task 
force. The deadline for submissions is June 25. 
Cawsey said the task force had received “many, many 


and Attorney General Ken Rostad. 

In it, the MLA expressed his concern that the task 
force was too limited in its powers, scope, financing 
and time schedule to fully investigate the problems 
confronting Alberta Natives and the justice system. 

“One can only conclude that with a limited 
mandate, limited powers, limited resources and 
limited time, this task force was designed to limit the 
risk and criticisms of the governments involved,” 


Hawkesworth stated that the “gag order” on 
individual crown prosecutors and RCMP officers also 
applies to individual Natives because of the task force 
rules which prohibit individual oral presentations. 

Hawkesworth called the task force “impotent”; “it 
doesn’t have any real powers because the government 
doesn’t want them to have any real powers. The 
Alberta government doesn’t want them to find out the 
true conditions. It’s a public relations show. 


Regarding the problems on the Assumption reserve 
and at High Level, Cawsey said he was moved by the 
emotional testimony he has heard. 

“It’s not Shangri La,” said Cawsey about the 
problems on the Assumption reserve. 

Hawkesworth outlined his concerns regarding the 
task force in a letter to Solicitor General Dick Fowler 
•ongralulalions lo Alberta Naive News for being the only 
independent Native Newspaper in Canada from .. . 

KEITH DRIVER AND ASSOCIATES LTD. 
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stated Hawkesworth in his letter. “Every level of people in the criminal justice 

The MLA for Calgary Mountainview also noted system should have a say and an opportunity to 
that there is no provision for the findings of a task contribute and make a presentation, but it won’t 
force to be made public, unlike requirements for full happen,” added Hawkesworth. 
judicial inquiries. 


? Push, Pull or Drag I 

g ( YOUR OLD LAWNMOWER IN - |j 

« IT’S WORTH A MINIMUM OF $50 00 J® 
Iff ON THE PURCHASE OF ANY -trn 
III HUSQVARNA LAWNMOWER! JJjJj 



OVER THREE CENTURIES OF DESIGN 1 
« AND QUALITY MANUFACTURING EXPERIENCE ~ 
Iff GOES INTO EVERY HUSQVARNA™ PRODUCT -m 
H VALUE-QUALITY Jl 

gr . PERFORMANCE-SERVICE . <» 

» iSBHusqvarnaBi i 




A&R EQUIPMENT RENTALS Ltd. 

RENTALS-SALES-SERVICE | -j| 

JJ 


« NO. 65 SOUTH AVENUE, BOX 3327 „ 

If SPRUCE GROVE, ALBERTA T7X 3A6 ™ 

5 962-4298 f 


■ * ■ Veterans Affairs Anciens Combattants 

■ ~ ■ Canada Canada 


Are you a Canada Service veteran? 

A Etes-vous un ancien combattant qui a servi 
au Canada? 

You may be eligible for the 

Vous pourriez etre admissible au Programme 

Veterans Independence Program (VIP) 

pour I’autonomie des anciens combattants (PAAC) 

You must be 65 or over, with at least 365 

Vous devez avoir 65 ans ou plus, avoir servi au 

days service in the First or Second World 

moins 365 jours au cours de la Premiere ou la 

War, be in economic need and 

Seconde Guerre mondiale, avoir besoin d’aide 

have health needs. 

financiers et avoir des besoins de sante. 

To find out if you are eligible, call toll-free; 

Pour savoir si vousdtes admissible, composez 
sans frais: 
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Winnipeg residents 

Les residents de Winnipeg 
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1-800-665-3420 

de la region de Winnipeg 
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Edmonton, AB T5J 4C3 
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(403) 495-3762 
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Government Hires Firm to 
Re-assess AL-Pac Report 

Al-pac Puts Forth New Proposal 

by Dale Stelter 

The Alberta government has hired an engineering elude Mitsubishi, one of the Japanese corporations 
film from Finland to re-assess the findings of the re- backing the Al-pac mega-project. In a 1983 study, 
view panel that recommended that the proposed Al- Jaakko Poyry had recommended construction of 
berta-Pacific pulp mill not be approved. The firm, bleached kraft mills in the Athabasca area. 

Jaakko Poyry, will be paid between $300,000 and Critics said that the Alberta government merely 
$400,000 to conduct the re-assessment. hired someone who would tell it what it wanted to 

Recently, however, Al-pac has submitted a new hear, namely, that the Al-pac mill should be built, 
proposal regarding its mill to the provincial and fed- Randy Lawrence, co-chair of Edmonton Friends of 
eral governments. Few details are available regarding the North, said that the new Al-pac proposal should be 
the proposal, although it appears that the plan would subjected to an environmental review — including 
reduce the usage of chlorine as a bleaching agent A public hearings — and that this second review should 
portion of the chlorine — some estimates say approxi- also address forestry operations, 
mately 20% — would be replaced with hydrogen per- Lawrence questioned why Al-pac is now changing 
oxide. its plans, and did not use the new proposal in the first 

In early March, a federal-provincial review panel place, 
had recommended, among other things, that Al-pac’s The federal-provincial review panel had also rec- 
$1.3 billion mill not be approved until environmental ommended greater involvement of the public, includ- 
studies were done to determine existing level of con- ing Native people, in the environmental impact as- 
tamination in Alberta rivers. sessment process of 

The recent developments have caused strong reac- forestry project, and in 
tion amongst environmentalists and opposition critics, the review of forest 
who say that the Jaakko Poyry study has now been management agree- 
rendered redundant because it will examine a proposal ments. To date, the A1- 
that has been basically shelved. berta government has 

As well, after the provincial government an- not made a commitment 
nounced the Jaakko Poyry study, it was revealed that to these — and other — 
the Finnish firm has strong ties to the world pulp and recommendations made 
paper industry. Jaakko Poyry’s past clients also in- by the panel. 
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At the Faculty of 
Continuing Education, 
The University of Calgary, 
you have quite a choice 
at your fingertips. 


From environmental issues, art appreciation, 
and languages to management development, 
computer programming, and engineering, 
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A Message from 
the Honourable Elaine McCoy 

As the Minister Responsible for the 
Alberta Human Rights Commission, / 
want to commend the leaders of 
Calgary’s Native community and the City 
of Calgary for organizing the Second 
Annual Native Awareness Week. 

Elaine McCoy 

Events like this are excellent examples 
of how a society as diverse as ours can promote understanding 
and acceptance among individuals and their communities. 1 
wish you and the many volunteers working with you every 
success in your ongoing efforts at “Bridging the Gap". 



h*r 



Minister Responsible for 
y the Alberta Human Rights Commission 


HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION 
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We proudly thank all the Native Elders 
for their leadership and guidance 

We market Environmentally Friendly Products 
tor your household, nutrional, skin care, 
colour cosmetics and personal care needs 
Business Opportunities 
with registered Sales Plan 
467-0523 24 Gale Avenue, Sherwood Park 
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Frustrated with your hair... 
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We Salute All Native Elders 
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Providing Distribution, Transportation, Express 
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throughout North America 
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NEWS BRIEFS 


Review of Oldman Dam Announced 

Federal Environment Minister Lucien Bouchard recently announced that an environmental review 
will be done on the Oldman Dam. which is being built in southern Alberta. Ottawa was responding 
to a March Federal Court of Appeal ruling which ordered a review. Bouchard said that the review 
will be thorough, but that review panel members have not yet been chosen, and the actual scope of 
the review is still being decided upon. 

Although the ruling also quashed the construction permit for the dam, work has not been stopped. 
The Friends of the Oldman River Society had commenced legal action in an attempt to halt construc¬ 
tion, but on April 24th the courts ruled that the decision lies with the federal minister of transport. 

Meanwhile the Alberta government is appealing the March Federal Court of Appeal ruling. 

Daishowa Court Actions Put Off Until September 

Court actions requesting a federal environmental review of the Diashowa pulp mill near Peace 
River have been put on hold until September. A federal court justice has said that no judges will be 
available for hearings until then. The $505 million bleached kraft mill is scheduled to start up this 
summer. 

The court actions had been filed by the Little Red River Tribe, who live downstream from the 
Daishowa mill, and the Dene Nation and the Metis Association of the Northwest Territories, in con¬ 
junction with the Friends of the North environmental group. 

The federal court also agreed to permit the government of the Northwest Territories to participate 
in the September proceedings. The NWT government has expressed concern that toxins will reach 
the Territories via the Peace River system. 

B.C. Chief Promotes Action 

B.C. Indians should stop talking about land claims and take direct action, advised Wii Seeks, 
Gitksan hereditary chief. He was addressing 150 delegates to the B.C. First Nations Congress, meet¬ 
ing in Smithers, B.C., in support of the Gitksan and Wet’suwete’en land claims trial in progress. 

“If we own the forests,” he told them, "why do we sit back and let the loggers do what they want 
with it? We’re always talking about Mother Earth,” he added, “It’s time to defend Mother Earth.” 

The chiefs are seeking a B.C. Supreme Court declaration of aboriginal tide to approximately 
57,000 square kilometres of lush forests and mountains in five B.C. river systems. 

Band Sues Feds for Compensation 

The Montana band at Hobbema has launched a lawsuit against the federal government for com¬ 
pensation of land sold to settlers in 1909. The band claims that Ottawa illegally sold 50 square kilo¬ 
metres of land which had been set aside for the reserve. 

Apparently, the land had been allocated to the Bobtail band, which disbanded in 1887. Nine years 
later, the Bobtail Reserve was given to the Montana band for its members, who had largely fled 
Montana after the 1885 rebellion. 

The Montana band is 50 kms. south of Edmonton, with a population of approximately 500. 
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THE TWO PATHS 

By Joseph Callingbull 

The path which to follow is in the grasp of my hand, 
all I have to do is decide what I really want. 

If! choose the path of sobriety, I will go through pain to heal. 

Now if I choose the path of destruction, I will go through a 
different type of pain. 

A pain where I keep all my feelings buried, 

and never know the true meaning of being happy and loving. 

So I would have to choose the path of sobriety, and go 
through the pain to remember, 

And to be able to let go of all the things that I do not want, 
to haunt me for the rest of my life. 

I want the clean and sober life, where 1 can cry, laugh, 
and know the true meaning of love. 

For me, to be able to laugh, cry, and hurt, where the time comes, 
brings peace to myself, and to accept me as 1 am. 

For me, to do this, I must share my thoughts and feelings to others, 
and not be afraid to do it. 

1 shall benefit from it, and so will others. 


Attention oil deportments 
of the Alberto government 

We opploud the Federal Government's move to cut funding to newspapers. Your Provinciol Government 
continues to fund newspapers which compete unfairly for advertising and staff with the very few remaining 
independent papers. 

If is not our intention to publicize or promote a government that discourages the environment for a strong and 
free press in this province. For decades the Government of Alberta has used taxpayers' money to control and 
destabilize the media. 

This agenda must stop! 

Due to this position, the owners, publishers and editors of this newspaper have decided to discontinue running 
Alberta Government advertising. 

This policy took effect April 1, 1990, and will continue until Freedom of the Press is restored. 

We understand that your Government will have to go elsewhere to get its important messages across, and this 
may cause hardship for some of our readers who receive only this paper. 

It is our sincere hope that your policies towards government funding and spending change in time to save our 
crippled economy and free people to realize their unlimited potential. 

Dave Moser 
Publisher, Founder 
Alberto Native News 
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J & D Gift Shop 
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Winter 9:00 a.m. - 6:00 pm. Daily 
J & D features the largest selection of quality T-shirts 
and sweatshirts for every shape and size. 

There is also a wide variety of souvenirs, fine gifts, 
china, caps and mocassins. 

Conveniently located in the heart of downtown. 

(403) 852-4262 

600 Patricia Street, 

(across from SUPER A FOODS) 

Box 771, Jasper, Alberta TOE 1E0 
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OUTBREAK CONTINUES 
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DUAL MEET OF 

PA CHARIOT & CHUCKWAG0N ASSOC. & 
NORTHERN CHARIOT CHUCKWAG0N ASSOC. 

Chariots start at 1:00 — June 2 & 3 
Chuckwagons start at 6:00 p.m. — June 2 & 3 

$300,00 1 DASH FOR CASH |toi> 3 wagons 

1 SPONSORED BY DEPUTY’S/INN ON THE PARK | 

SATURDAY DANCE — JUST THE BOYZ 
PA Exhibition Centre — ID May be Requested 
s 10.00 Per Person 
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Send Entries To: PAIMFC 
BOX 2197 
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By Brian Savage Minde blames the low immunization as a major 

Almost half the 2,300 cause in the flare-up of the disease in Hobbema, 
cases of whooping cough Not so to Chief Carl Quinn of Saddle Lake, who is 
reported to the province’s reported as saying that overcrowding and poor hous- 
communicable disease ing conditions on the reserve have aggravated the 
control have come from problem of the contagious disease, 
the 7,000 Natives living There may be close to 100 cases of whooping 
on four reserves around cough among the 4,000 Natives who make up the 
Hobbema. Saddle Lake First Nations band. 

Yet Lorelei Minde at Quinn blames overcrowding for the quick spread of 
the Hobbema Indian the disease and has lobbied Indian Affairs for more 
Health Services Centre aid in building new homes. 

believes the numbers of Jim Fleury, a spokesperson at Indian Affairs, said 
those afflicted with the government is “sensitive to Native needs on hous- 
whooping cough “has ing,” and acknowledges that housing on reserves can 
gone down lots.” present a “fair amount of mixture of conditions.” 

Fleury described the gov¬ 
ernment’s program as being 
a subsidy assistance initia¬ 
tive, with the intention of 
assisting Indian govern¬ 
ments in improving housing 
stock on the reserve. 

Fleury stressed that the 
money allocated to the 
bands was not to provide 
full funding for new houses, 
the balance having to come 
from other sources - “per¬ 
sonal equity, band funds or 
mortgage funding” such as 
CMHC. 

In the last six years, Sad¬ 
dle Lake has received $3.4 
million to assist in housing. 
This has resulted in 106 new 
homes and 228 renovations. 

National figures for 
1989-90 show the federal 
government supplied $130 
million for an estimated 
5,000 homes on Native re¬ 
serves. 

Whooping cough out¬ 
breaks have also struck at 
Little Buffalo and Sturgeon 
Lake. 
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ENDANGERED WILDLIFE 


by Dale Stelter 


Extinct Canadian Mammals and Birds 


Since the coming of the Europeans to Canada, 
species after species of wildlife has been pushed to the 
brink of extinction, to where at present, the survival of 
nearly two hundred Canadian species is in jeopardy. 
In the past year alone, nearly twenty species have 
been added to the list 

Many species have been pushed over that brink, 
and now have disappeared from Canada's landscape 
forever. This summary of extinct Canadian mammals 
and birds is by no means exhaustive, in part because 
there are too many to list here, and in part because the 
actual status of some species remains in doubt - it is 
not known whether or not any members of those 
species actually remain. 

Two extinct bird species have been dealt with in 
previous issues - the passenger pigeon, which once 
numbered in the billions across North America, and 
the great auk, a flightless Atlantic seabird that disap¬ 
peared in the mid-1800s. 

Another Atlantic seabird eliminated from the face 
of the earth is the Labrador duck, which was once 
found from southern Labrador to Chesapeake Bay, be¬ 
tween Maryland and Virginia. The species seems to 
have been highly specialized and never attained large 
numbers, and indiscriminate feather hunting and 
egging pushed it to extinction by 1874. 

The sea mink was another species that was never 
plentiful, living along the coasts and islands of the 
Maritime provinces and the New England states. Its 
high-quality fur made it a prize catch for early Euro¬ 
pean trappers, and this caused it to become extinct by 
1894. 

The wild turkey once flourished in deciduous forest 
areas in southern Canada, and destruction of those 
forests was the main cause of the large bird’s elimina¬ 
tion, although over-hunting also played a role. Al¬ 
though the turkey remained in the United States, at¬ 
tempts to reintroduce the species into Canada have 
met with little success due to a shortage of suitable 
habitat. 

The eastern elk was at one time found in southern 
Ontario and Quebec, and even as far west as southern 
Alberta. Unfortunately, the eastern elk occupied much 
of the land that was first settled and cleared by the Eu¬ 
ropeans, and it was effectively eliminated from 
Canada by about 1850, although a few individuals re¬ 
mained in the United States after 1900. 

The Queert Charlotte Island caribou once inhabited 
- but was never abundant in - the B.C. islands from 
which it derived its name. By 1933 the species was 
forced into extinction by habitat destruction, espe¬ 
cially by development of the harbours of the islands 
for fisheries. 

The Great Plains wolf used to roam the plains of 


/*Y 



southern Alberta, Saskatchewan and Manitoba in.as¬ 
sociation with the vast herds of bison that once ex¬ 
isted. As the Europeans decimated the bison popula¬ 
tions, the wolves turned to livestock for prey. 
Consequently, ranchers and farmers launched massive 
hunting, poisoning and trapping programs against the 
wolves, causing the species to become extinct by the 
1930s. 

The Newfoundland wolf was once found through¬ 
out that Atlantic island, but was never abundant. As 
European settlement spread, the wolves were again 
deemed a threat to livestock, and were persecuted 
until they disappeared in the late 1930s. 

Ironically, the scientific name given to the New¬ 
foundland wolf was Canis lupus beothucus , which 
points to its association with Newfoundland's original 
people, the Beothuk Indians, who were also systemati¬ 
cally persecuted by the white man until they were 
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AVC Lesser Slave Lake 
Unveils New Visual Identity 

AVC-Lesser Slave Lake, through its Council of The triangle stresses the equality of the 

Community Education Committees, has unveiled a three components of the Centre: the stu- 

new yisual identity including a new corporate logo, dents, the communities and the staff. The 
The new logo was officially unveiled at the Council triangle is symbolic of the bond and communication 
meeting on April 19,1990. between the groups. 

AVC President Dan Vandenmeulen explains that the The three-way combination has been likened to a 
development of the new logo and corporate colours “triad”, which is defined as, “ ... a group of three 

was an exciting project for the Council and the local closely related persons, groups or things .... a 

Community Education Committees. Working with the chord of three tones”. There are several other signifi- 
designer, a number of concepts were explored and re- cant triads which can overlay the triangle element and 
fined. As Vandermeulen 
observes, "The final de¬ 
sign is the result of the 
ideas and input from the 
many stakeholder groups 
of the institution. I think 
we are all pleased with 
the consensus reached 
and the dynamics of the 
Centre's new image” 

The new AVC logo 
reflects the identity of 
the institution through a 
number of symbolic de¬ 
sign elements. The ele¬ 
ments wotk together to 
portray the important as¬ 
pects of AVC-Lesser 
Slave Lake. Each ele¬ 
ment is intended to have 
a number of positive in¬ 
terpretations or levels of 
meaning. 

The equilateral trian¬ 
gle is the most important 
symbol of AVC-Lesser 
Slave Lake and is the 
te of the logo. 




together signify the fabric of the institution: the indi¬ 
vidual, his/her family, his/her community — the stu¬ 
dent, instructional services, support services. 

The triangle is also often perceived as a symbol for 
a mountain — of having a goal or focal point at the 
top and striving to reach it. As Vandermeulen points 
out, “This symbolism applies to our students in reach¬ 
ing their personal and career goals, to our staff and 
community members, and to the Centre as a whole.” 
In Cree syllables the triangle is the basis of the pro¬ 
nouns, “it”, “me” and “we”. 

Within the triangle is a stylistic sunrise and lake 
scene. It represents both the lakeshore beauty of the 
Centre’s many communities and a new day dawning 
with its new opportunities. 

The other design element of the new AVC logo is 
the eagle, a symbol of strength and wisdom, particu¬ 
larly appropriate to an organization whose business is 
education. It portrays what the Centre does, but also 
the institution being managed and conducting itself 
with wisdom, assurance and strength of purpose. 

The eagle flies high and covers much ground — 
symbolic of the great expanse of territory which AVC 
encompasses, an area like the eagle’s domain which is 
wild and natural. From great heights the eagle can 
view the great picture and yet its vision can focus to 
the smallest detail. For AVC this stresses the impor¬ 
tance of the entire widespread organization in combi¬ 
nation with a keen focus on each community. 

The new corporate colours for AVC-Lesser Slave 
Lake are deep blue/green and metallic burgundy. 

The Centre’s new logo will be evident in all adver¬ 
tising and promotional items, vehicle signs and graph¬ 
ics, stationery, building signage and other items. 
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A Tribute To The Spiritual Guidance Of Elders 


Elder Overcomes the Odds 


by Heather Andrews 

Bertha Bird admits she’s had a hard life. Her 
mother was hospitalized with a chronic illness and she 
was raised by relatives. She remembers being brought 
home from residential school at Onion Lake, where 
she and family friend Allen Sapp, now a renowned 
Native artist, used to sketch together. “1 helped my 
dad raise the rest of the family,” she says. “We were 
living at that time near Meadow Lake, 
Saskatchewan.” 

Years later, she left her own children with an uncle 
near the Thunderbird Reserve when tuberculosis kept 
her in the Fort Qu’Appelle sanatorium for five years. 
“I missed my kids,” she remembers, “but while in the 
sanatorium I started doing Indian needlework agaia” 
Today, many years later, Bird’s modest apartment 
in north Edmonton is testimony to her talents with 


school education at Victoria Composite High School 
in Edmonton, and has taken courses in applying stage 
make-up. Acting Classes at Michael Berry and John 
Casablanca round our her learning experiences. She 
was proud to be part of a film “World’s Fair” which 
was produced at Fort Edmonton and shown 
throughout Expo ’86 at Vancouver. 

Bird is proud, too, of her four sons and three 
daughters, as they now raise their own families, some 
attending University, others developing artistic 
abilities. “When 1 came out of hospital, they were all 
still living at home," she remembers. “My husband 
served in both World War II and the Korean conflict, 
so he wasn’t around much,” she says. “I pretty well 
raised them myself,” she reminisces. 

Bird went through a period of her life where 
alcohol was a great influence, but eventually she 



handicrafts. Moosehair tufting and beadwork adorn 
jackets, vests, medallions, purses, moccasins and 
mukluks. She says, “I design leather fashions, the Na¬ 
tive way.” Sketches of ideas and patterns, which she 
pens from her imagination, are stored carefully in 
scribblers. “1 get lots of ideas from nature," Bird says. 

The Saskatchewan Cree woman shares her talents 
with other women at Abbotsfield Mall in Edmonton’s 
east end. A group of 10 to 20 ladies, calling them¬ 
selves the Candora Co-op, meet daily, creating beauti¬ 
ful hand-crafted items which they sell at regular sales 
in the mall. With the next sale May 10 and 11, Bird 
and the other artisans are working long hours. She 
often finds herself teaching the timeless methods to 
the other ladies. 

But creating wotk is not her only area of expertise. 
She holds a certificate for a Program of Studies in 
Fashion Merchandising, and has taken courses in Do¬ 
mestic Science. As well, she upgraded her high school 


shook that off and got her life back on course. 
“Through it all, I had my faith to help me,” she says 
quietly. “I blend my Christian belief with traditional 
values, and it helps me along.” 

Her husband died several years ago. The remaining 
family, complete with numerous grandchildren, plan a 
family reunion this fall. “We’re scattered all over 
Alberta and Saskatchewan,” she laughs. “It's quite a 
while since we’ve all been together.” 

In the future, Bird plans on continuing her Indian 
craft work. A member of the Indian Arts and Crafts 


Native Newpaper Seeking 
Freelance Writers 


Society of Alberta, she sews year round in prepara¬ 
tion for their annual November sale. As well, she 
finds people requesting custom-made clothing, jew¬ 
ellery, and powwow outfits. Alterations and repairs of 
older, used items take a lot of her time, too. 

But she’s never far from considering a new learning 
experience. 

“I think I’ll look into the Native studies program 
over at the University,” she says. Whether learning a 
new skill' or practicing traditional customs, Bertha 
Bird is truly an inspiration to all who are fortunate 



Fehjing upon the Wisdom of our Elders 
WITH THE/K GUIDANCE 
WE WILL BUILD THE ELfTUHE 
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Freelance Artists 

If you are an artist or writer 
and would like to make some 
$ in your spare time, 
Alberta Native News is 
seeking correspondents. 
Please enclose a sample 
when applying. 
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NATIVE ELDER HERB BELL 



Native Elder Herb Bell, father and grandfather. He 


remembers his seven years in the Armed Forces, and strange, unfamiliar surroundings, facing injury and 
hopes today's youth never have to see war. death. Bell doesn’t like to talk about those three years, 
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by Heather Andrews 
Herb Bell was bom and raised in Alberta, living in 
ViUeneuve, Calihoo, St Albert, Athabasca and Milk 
River during his growing years. “We were just a small 
family, just my folks, me and my sister," Bell recalls. 
His father worked on dairy farms, and the family 
often boaided the local school teacher. And in those 
days, it was nothing to walk several miles to and from 
school every day. 

Later, Bell married and raised a family of three 
boys and one girl. Then, forty years ago, Bell fought 
in the Korean war. “I served with the Princess Patri¬ 
cia’s Canadian Light Infantry,” Bell remembers, “with 
the first, second and third battalions.” The Korean 
conflict, which lasted from 1950 to 1953, saw 25,000 
Canadians, in the support of the United Nations force, 
perform magnificently in Korea. Herb and the Cana¬ 
dian soldiers served with distinction at major battles 
1951 and 1952, fighting on rough terrain and r 


death. Bell doesn’ 
though. His only comment i 
wounded.” 

In all. Bell served 
with the P.P.C.L.I. for 
seven years. He then 

rigs all over the province 
before obtaining em¬ 
ployment as a custodian 
at the Alberta Legisla¬ 
ture. “It’s an interesting 
place to work,” Bell ad¬ 
mits. His fifteen years’ 
employment was 
brought to a painful halt 
last April, however, 
when he was involved in 
a car accident. “I was 
hurt pretty bad,” he 
laments. “My memory is 
not good any more and 
I’m doing therapy at 
home every day.” Bell 
spent four months in 
hospital recuperating. 

Now he spends a lot 
of time visiting at the 
Senior’s Drop-In Centre, 
located at 11339 - 88 
Street. “I enjoy the 
lunches, and the other 


activities,” he says, adding, “It’s better than sitting at 
home all the time.” Always an active man, he is unac¬ 
customed to the quiet life he now leads as a result of 
the accident. 

Bell is especially proud of is family. As well as two 
who are still at home, one son lives in Montreal and 
his daughter Nadine resides in Calgaty. He has one 
grandson, Isaac. “He’s 10 years old, in grade 5, but 
reading at a grade 12 level,” Bell boasts. “He’s a lad 
with a future.” Isaac spends most weekends and the 
summer months with his grandparents. 

And Bell’s mother Bertha, although now in her 70s, 
is still active and leading a busy life, including taking 
care of her 86 year old brother. “My sister passed 
away some years back,” Herb remembers sadly. 

Thinking back on his years in the army, and the 
working years since, Bell tries to encourage today’s 
youth to “walk the straight and narrow path,” and 
make something of their lives. And as long as they 
have a model like Herb Bell, a man who was willing 
to give his life for his community, the many young 
people who know him, likely will! 


Respect our Elders 
for their knowledge, 
wisdom and spiritual guidance 
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Book Review 


RICH, FASCINATING, TRADITIONAL STORIES 


13 


Earth Elder Stories 
Told by Alexander Wolfe 
Fifth House Publishing; c. 1988 
79 pages 

Review by Ryan Edwards 
Too often, the shelves of bookstores and libraries 
are stocked with books dealing with Native history 
and culture from the standpoint of white society. Until 
recently, it has often been difficult to obtain books 
written by Natives which show the Native perspec- 



Rarer still are books written from a traditional Na¬ 
tive standpoint. Here, finally, is such a book. Alexan¬ 
der Wolfe was given the right to tell the stories of his 
family, who are descendants of Pinayzitt, a Salteaux 
leader who lived on the western plains of Canada and 
the United States in the 1800s. 

The stories in this book were originally told by 
Earth Elder, who was one of Pinayzitt's five sons, and 
Alexander Wolfe’s grandfather. In putting the stories 
down in written form, Mr. Wolfe is attempting, on the 
one hand, to contact those Natives who have lost 
touch with their culture and identity. He is also at¬ 
tempting to encourage Native educators to utilize and 
develop the traditional sources of knowledge, and to 
offer non-Natives an insight into the so-far untold his¬ 
tory of North America. 

In writing the stories down, Mr. Wolfe understood 
well the difficult task he faced in manipulating the 
written form of learning to conform to the principles 
and rules of the Native oral tradition. At the same 
time, he strongly emphasizes that the oral tradition 
must be preserved and encouraged, because “We are 
ceasing to be storytellers and listeners, and in doing 
so, we are losing that great virtue called patience ...” 

The first three stories in the book deal with Native 
culture and spiritual traditions, as they developed long 
before the coming of the white people. For example, 
“The Orphan Children” tells of a brother and sister 
who were taken in by a chief named Grandfather Buf- 


NORTHWOOD BINGO 

“BRIGHT FRIENDLY SERVICE” 

Bad Bonanza Trade - 

‘ ‘ ' attL_ 

im age 8 years) 
15 — SOGoGos 

May 21st— SPECIAL EVENT MINI MARATHON 

Ph. 476-8129 

97 St i 137 Avenue, Edmonton, upstairs, Northwood Mall 
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The rest of the stories tell how the Natives were af- 
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Honourable 
JIM DINNING 
Education Minister 
M.L.A. 


402 LEGISLATURE BUILDING. EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5K2B6 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-2025 



Congratulations and 
Best Wishes for 
Native Awareness Week 

BONNIE LAING 
M.L.A. 

CALGARY BOW 
CONSTITUENCY 
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 

#350,4500 - 16TH AVENUE N.Vk 
CALGARY. ALBERTA T3B 0M6 
TEL.: (403) 247-2070 
610 LEGISLATURE ANNEX. EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5K 1E4 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-1811 


Congratulations and 
Best Wishes for 
Native Awareness Week 

PATRICIA L. BLACK 
M.L.A. 

CALGARY FOOTHILLS 
CONSTITUENCY 
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 

1700 VARSITY ESTATES DR. N.W. 
CALGARY. ALBERTA T3B 2W9 
TEL.: (403) 28^4453 
LEGISLATURE BUILDING. EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5K2B6 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-1802 




YOLANDE GAGNON 
M.L.A. 

calgary Mcknight 

CONSTITUENCY 
CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 

236 MCKNIGHT BLVD. N.E. 
CALGARY. ALBERTA T2K 6A5 
TEL.: (403) 274-0544 
LEGISLATURE ANNEX, EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5K 1E4 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-2292 


Native Awareness Week Upcoming 

hv Jim Estes dam. “• 


by Jim Estes 

Preparations are in the final stages for this year’s 
Native Awareness Week, which will be held in Cal- staged 
gary from May 12 to 19. The overall theme of the 


> the second Native Awareness Week to be 
Calgary. The concept was first set into mo- 
May of 1988, when the Calgary Native Friend- 


The week kicks off with a 


tour of the The following September, that committee opened 


AMERIGO VESPUCCI 

(1454-1512) 

This mariner and cartographer is not as 
famous as the first European to discover 
America. And yet, two continents are 
named after him. He was probably present 
when Columbus returned from his first 
voyage; in all likelihood he helped outfit 
Columbus’ subsequent trips. 

Vespucci sailed west in 1497, using Colum¬ 
bus’ charts. He made meticulous maps and 
was the first to recognize that these shores 
were indeed a ’New World’. Personally, 
Amerigo Vespucci was described as “upright and scrupulous, a person to 
whom confidential matters could be entrusted.” 

Similarly, Bissett & Associates steers clear of uncharted waters. Its 
unswerving discipline in matters financial has made Bissett & Associates 
Alberta’s largest independent investment management firm, with over 
$700 million in assets under administration. 

BISSETT & ASSOCIATES 
Investment Management Ltd. 



Head-Smashed-ln Buffalo Jump Interpretive Centre up an office and began planning the first Native 
— a UNESCO world heritage site — on Saturday, Awareness Week, which was held in May of 1989. 
May 12. The opening ceremonies for the week will be The overall theme for that first event was also “Bridg- 
held on Monday, May 14 at the Olympic Plaza in Cal- ing the Gap”, and the objective w: 
gary, beginning at noon. 

There will be a variety of workshops and discus¬ 
sion groups staged during 
the week, covering such top¬ 
ics as Native business and 
Native education, plus a Na¬ 
tive youth conference (see 
“highlights” article, page 
15). Some of the daily events 
include an arts and crafts 
show, a film festival and a 
Native foods luncheon. 

On the afternoon of Fri¬ 
day, May 11, before the 
week gets underway, a spe¬ 
cial event will take place at 
the University of Calgary. 

Joseph Crowshoe, Sr., a 
Peigan elder, will be 
awarded an honorary degree 
from the University. Mr. 

Crowshoe was bom in 1909, 
and in 1930 became the 
Peigan Nation’s Spiritual 
Leader and Holder of the 
Tribe’s Sacred Medicine 
Bundle, allowing him to of¬ 
ficiate the most sacred cere¬ 
monies. 

Mr. Crowshoe has many 
achievements to his credit, 
such as contributing in the 
development of Head- 
Smashed-In Buffalo Jump, 
and assisting in the compila¬ 
tion of a Blackfoot Language 
dictionary. In 1989, he was 
one of 25 people to receive 
citations of citizenship from 
the Canadian government, 
and he was also given an 
Achievement Award from 
the province of Alberta, for 
his commitment to better un¬ 
derstanding between all ethnic groups in Alberta. awareness and support for Native initiatives, and to 

Mr. Crowshoe is also presently providing guidance provide Calgarians with an opportunity to participate 
and support to the Friends of the Oldman River envi- in Native activities. 

ronmental group, and acts as a major source of infor- That first Native Awareness Week was a major suc- 
mation for the Peigan Nations brief which outlines the cess, with over 7500 participants, and overwhelming 
cultural and environmental impacts of the proposed support from the community at large. CBC’ 

Alive”, and CFCN’ ~ • 



‘Spirit People” filmed documen- 
tanes highlighting the event. 

For further information on the 1990 Native Aware¬ 
ness Week, you may contact the Native Awareness 
Co-ordinating Committee by phoning (403) 292-3900. 
The mailing address is 125,9th Avenue S.E., Calgary, 
Alberta, T2G 0T8. The FAX number is (403) 292- 
2134. 



GORDON SHRAKE 
M.L.A. 

CALGARY MILLICAN 
CONSTITUENCY 

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE: 
2431 ELMWOOD DRIVE S.E. 
CALGARY, ALBERTA T2B 1T2 
TEL: (403) 272-5522 

503 LEGISLATURE BUILDING, EDMONTON 
ALBERTA T5K2B6 
TELEPHONE: (403)427-1838 
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NATIVE AWARENESS WEEK HIGHLIGHTS 


by Jim Estes 
The following are only some of the many activities 
and events scheduled for Calgary’s Native Awareness 
Week, to be held May 12th - 19th. Other events 
planned include dancing and drumming demonstra¬ 
tions, luncheons and banquets, and a princess pageant. 
For a complete Events Calendar, you may contact the 
Native Awareness Co-ordinating Committee (403- 
292-3900). 

Saturday, May 12: 

- “Travois” Tour of Head-Smashed-In Buffalo Jump 
Inteipretive Centre; 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m. Buses 
available. 

Monday, May 14 

- Opening Ceremonies, at Olympic Plaza; 
noon - 1:30 p.m. 

Speakers include Wilton Littlechild, MP for 
Wetaskiwin, Pearl Calahasen, MLA for Lesser 
Slave Lake, and Sandra Parsons, Chaiiperson of 
the Native Awareness Week Society. 

- “Growing in Spirit” Youth Conference; Calgaty 
Library Theatre, downtown; 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

- Native Education Workshop; Plains Indian Cultural 
Survival School; 8:00 p.m. 

Guest Speaker will be Mr. Billy Diamond, Presi¬ 
dent of Air Creebec Inc., and former Grand Chief, 
Grand Council of the Crees of Quebec. 

Tuesday, May 15 

- “Bringing Business to the Native Community"; 
Calgary Convention Centre, Macleod Hall D; 

11:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m,. 

Guest speaker will be Mr. Billy Diamond. 

- “Growing in Spirit” Youth Conference, same place 
and time as Monday. 

- Plains Indian Cultural Survival School: open house 
and mini powwow; 9:00 a.m. til 3:30 p.m. 

- Native Women Authors — “Writing the Circle”; 
University of Calgary; 8:00 - 10:00 p.m. 

Wednesday, May 16: 

- Special Breakfast Meeting; Calgary Chamber of 
Commerce, 4th floor, 7:30 - 9:00 a.m. 

Guest speaker will be Wilton Littlechild, who is Al¬ 
berta’s first Treaty Indian MP, and who operates his' 
own law practice and travel agency. 

- Native Student Funding Workshop; Alberta 
Vocational Centre; 1:30 - 3:30 p.m. 


Small Business Forum, entitled “Native Labour 
Supply: An Underutilized Supply of Labour in a 
Tight Labour Market”; Calgary Chamber of 
Commerce, 4th floor, 4:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

The question of Native or equity labour hiring 


Thursday, May 17: 

- "Wellness and Sexuality Youth Conference”; 
MacEwan Hall, University of Calgary; 

8:00 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. 

A number of speakers will address the topics of 
self-awareness and personal healing, alcohol and 
substance abuse, sexuality and risk, and “Native 
Youth of the Future”. 

- Native Student’s Public Speaking contest; Glenbow 
Museum Theatre; 6:00 - 9:30 p.m. 

Native students from Calgary and Treaty 7 wiU 
choose a topic on Native issues and give their 
views and opinions. 

Friday, May 18: 

- Closing Ceremonies and Honour Dance; Olympic 
Plaza; 

noon-2:00 p.m. 

The Honour Dance 
will start at noon, and 
will feature five types 
of Native Dances. 

Closing comments by 
various guests and 
dignitaries begin at 
1:30. 

Saturday, May 19: 

See “Daily Events” 
below. 


Daily Events: 

- Native Arts and 
Crafts Show; Centre 
Court, Olympic Plaza 
Monday - Friday: 

11:00 a.m.-9:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 

11:00 am. - 6:00 p.m. 

- Native Awareness 
Week Film Festival; 
Calgary Library The¬ 
atre, downtown. 



Saluting the Participants of Native Awareness Week . 
Congratulations to everyone on staging 
this exciting event 


CANADIAN □XY 

^_ 5 ^ 

Occidental Petroleum Ltd. 
636 - 8th Avenue S.W. 

Calgary, Alberta 
T2P 3Z1 

COMMITTED^) CANADA 
Sjd ti£ 
ENERCV-lNdUSTRY 


Monday - Friday (excluding Tuesday): 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Saturday: 1:30 - 3:00 p.m., and 7:00 - 9:00 p.m. 
Special guests include Billy Merasty, who played 
Donald Marshall Jr. in “Justice Denied”, and Gil 
Cardinal, who put out the film “Foster Child”. 

- Film Show and Native Demonstration; Glenbow 
Museum 

Tuesday - Friday: 12:10 - 3:00 p.m. 

- Native foods Luncheon; Calgary Indian Friendship 
Centre; Tuesday - Friday: Noon -1:00 pm. 

- Children’s Colouring 
Contest Display; Glen¬ 
bow Museum Lobby 
and other locations. 

The theme of the con¬ 
test is “Love of Mother 
Earth”. 

Many of these events 
are free, and open to 
the general public. 

Event details are sub¬ 
ject to change. 


RAY MARTIN 
M.L.A. 

EDMONTON NORWOOD 
LEADER OF THE 
OFFICIAL OPPOSRION 
8648-118 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T5B 0S8 

TELEPHONE: (403) 



BOB HAWKESW0RTH 
M.L.A. 

CALGARY MOUNTAINVIEW 
CONSTITUENCY 
920A -1 st AVENUE N.E. 
CALGARY, ALBERTA 
T2E0C5 

TELEPHONE: (403) 269-3223 
■Working Hard Today Fo 



Bettor Tomorrow" 
205 LEGISLATURE BUILDING 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5K 2B6 
TELEPHONE: (403) 427-2236 



235-2727 

EVENINGS - 272-6616 
FAX 272-8560 
2604 - 7TH AVENUE N.E. 
CALGARY T2A2L8 

Block East of Barlow Tr 

CARRYING ON 



Calgary Native Awareness Week 
May 8 -14,1989 

“Bridging the Gap” 

A Head Smashed In Buffalo Jump — Saturday, May 12th 
TRAVOIS TOUR by bus — 9:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 

$20.00/adult - $12.50/child (12 and under); Pre-registration required 
call the Calgary Chamber of Commerce (263-7425) 

A Opening Ceremonies — Monday, May 14th 

12:00 -1:30 p.m. — Olympic Plaza: V.I.P.s, Special Guests, Entertainment 
A Native Awareness Week Film Festival — May 14 -19 
Calgary Library Theatre 

7:30 - 9:30 p.m. Monday to Saturday excluding Tuesday 
Children’s Film Festival 1:30 - 3:00 p.m. Saturday 
A Growing in Spirit Youth Conference — May 14 and 15 
Calgary Library Theatre: 9:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. 

A Special Luncheon — Tuesday, May 15 —11:30 a.m. -1:30 p.m. 

Guest Speaker: Billy Diamond 

Calgary Convention Centre 

$25.00 per person — Pre-registration required 

Call the Calgary Chamber of Commerce 






Calender clall 292-3900. 
Come share in the Spirit of 
Goodwill and Understanding. I 


( “HELP BUILD I 
THE BRIDGE” I 
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SKIN DEEP BEAUTY 

by Ruth Wyman claim to beauty and later the western world selected 

Beauty has been prized throughout the centuries by the “Hourglass” figure. Until fifty years ago, the 
' n. However, the concept of beauty has var- young Eskimo underwent agony to have her face, 


ied during the different periods of time in each cul¬ 
ture. At one time, the Africans considered enlarged 
lips as beautiful, the Chinese bound tiny feet as a 


her breasts tattooed. 

The Eskimos believed that there was a spiritual sig¬ 
nificance included with the tattooing. After death, the 
spirit might go to Agne- 
riartarfix, a place high 
in the sky where every¬ 
one was beautiful and 
happy. Only the bravest 
hunters, and women 
with beautiful large tat¬ 
toos were eligible to go 


they would remain perpetually hungry, idle and apa¬ 
thetic. 

The tattoo design usually consisted of diametrical 
lines or a flower pattern. In the earlier days, a bone 
needle was used but was later replaced with a steel 
one. The needle was threaded with a caribou sinew 
which had previously been soaked in the oil of a seal 
lamp. The needle was inserted under the third layer of 
skin and drawn through to follow the desired pattern. 
The residue of soot left a permanent coloured line 
with the skin healed over it The cold snow decreased 
the flow of blood so less bleeding occurred leaving 
the lines well defined. As there were no anaesthetics, 
the procedure was very painful and stressful. It was 
usually done by the girl’s mother and helpers and took 
between two and three days to complete. Not all Es¬ 
kimo communities tattooed their women. 

While she was being tattooed the young Eskimo 
woman was being tested for her bravery and attitude. 
At the age of puberty, she was considered marketable 


'We give Praise to the ‘Wisdom 
and ‘Knowledge we receive from our ‘Elders. 
Itfelp keep the respect and dignity alive 
for our Elders 


Chief Simon 
Threefingers 

and Councillors 

Henry Raine 
Harrison Bull 
Winnifred Bui 
Larry Bull 
Stanley Deschamps 
Herman Roasting 
Jerry Moonias 
Jonathan Bull 


Louis Bull 

Tribal Administration 

and Band Members 

Telephone: (403) 585-3978 
Fax:(403)585-3799 £7 

Edmonton Direct * 

Line: 423-2064 


for marriage and most marriages were arranged by the 
families. If she resisted being tattooed or showed pain, 
rather than a passive or even joyful acceptance of her 
role, a judgement of her suitability and value as a wife 
was made. Usually the family of her intended husband 
were present during the procedure. Great strength, 
bravery and endurance was demanded of the hunter in 
their harsh environment. They watched knowing that 
not only their family, but the whole community would 
not survive if the hunter did not possess a strong and 
supportive wife. 

After 1830, missionaries followed the invasion of 
the White traders, harpooners and hunters into the 
Arctic region. The missionaries frowned on the prac¬ 
tice of this adornment, considering it pagan-like. Due 
to the women skilled in the art of tattooing dying off, 
and the missionary influence, the practice gradually 
decreased. However, until after the Second World War 
it continued to a lesser extent. Some women wished to 
carry on their mother’s customs and culture. In some 
districts, a woman had three lines tattooed on her chin 
when she married. 

After marriage, the value of the Eskimo woman 
was increased by the many skills she had learned. As 
in most societies, it was the wife who took on the re¬ 
sponsibility of home making and nurturing the family. 
When her husband returned with his kill, it was the 
wife who did the skinning, the cutting and the prepa¬ 
ration for cooking. From the skin or hides, she made 
their clothing and footwear. To prepare the skin for 
Continued on Page 25 


there. They had proven 
their bravery and 
courage in hunting and 
in enduring the intense 
suffering involved in the 
method used for tattoo¬ 
ing. If a man had proven 
cowardly, or if a woman 
had been unable to stand 
the pain of tattooing, 
they may have gone to 
an underworld. Here 


We would like 
to take this opportunity to 
Congratulate 
Everyone Involved 
in Calgary's 

Native Awareness Week ... 
Your Perseverance and Hard Work 
Will Most Certainly Benefit us all 


From Your Friends At... 
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Dene-Metis Art Collection Comes to Yellowknife 


Dene-Metis Art Exhibit at Prince of Wales Northern Heritage Centre, Yellowknife, N.W.T. 

June 5th -August 16th, 1990 

From the private collection of James T. Rice, Sr. 

An exceptional Dene and Metis Art Collection will be on exhibit this summer in Yellowknife N WT 
The exhibit features the works of master carver, Wilf McNeil of Fort Smith, and international Native 
artist, Archie Beaulieu of the Dogrib Tribe. The art show will be held at the Prince of Wales Northern 
Heritage Centre in Yellowknife on June 5th through to August 16,1990. 

Archie Beaulieu has at¬ 
tained world-wide recogni¬ 
tion as one of the most rec¬ 
ognized international Native 
artists. A member of the Do¬ 
grib tribe, he was born in 
Fort Rae, a small commu¬ 
nity on the north shore of 
Great Slave Lake in 
Canada’s Northwest Territo¬ 
ries. He still lives there 
today with his family, paint¬ 
ing and trapping - keeping 
in touch with his Native 

Like most Dene, or “The 
People”, as Northern Indians 
call themselves, Archie has 
an intense love for the 
lonely land he calls home. It 
is a love expressed in his 
paintings - works of art 
which have earned him the 
admiration and respect of 
many people. Working in 
acrylics, he employs a fluid, 

abstract style which allows him to freely express 
his own cultural experience. 

The Yellowknife exhibition has been engi¬ 
neered by art connoisseur, James T. Rice, Sr., and 
features his expansive collection of paintings and 
carvings. Mr. Rice is most enthusiastic about the 
showing of his collection in the Northwest Terri- 
“These 


this for my people, not for my country, whether they be 
Mohawk, Cree, Dene, Ojibwe, Blood or Slavey.” 

The exhibition will also include the work of such 
noted artists as Tony Gon, Frank Bapiste, Colinda Car¬ 
dinal, William Bonnetplume and Bob Abraham. 





RESTAURANT 
LAUNDROMAT 
VIDEO ARCADE I 
BEAUTY SALON 
DIESEL & PROPANE 
GUNN, ALBERTA 967-5550 

Open Every Day 


BMGE 


9720 - 47 Avenue 
Edmonton 
Alberta T6E 5P3 
Bus: 436-8617 
-Fax: 436-1797 


Native artistry of 
their territory, their 
land and their cul- 

A Native art 
promoter, Mr. Rice 
has shown his col¬ 
lection all over the 
world, enabling 
others to view and 
admire the true 
artistry and culture 
inherent in the 
Dene nation. 
When asked why 
he does this, Mr. 
Rice replied, “I do 


Congratulations on Your 6 Years 
of Independent Publishing 

ACTION SPORTSWEAR 

CUSTOM SILKSCREENING & CRESTING 
CAPS, T-SHIRTS & UNIFORMS 
TEAM & COMMERCIAL JACKETS 
(CALL COLLECT) 

538-2808 

67 PRAIRIE MALL GRANDE PRAIRIE 


for our Elders so that we mat/ prosper 
form their Wisdom and Knowledge 
from... 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE TRIBE 

Economic Development Portfolio Holders 
• Henry Grandjambe • Albert Laboucan 
Little Red Air Service Ltd. - Little Red River Forestry Ltd. 
J.B.S. Logging Ltd. - Fifth Meridian Market Ltd. 

and 

Chief: Johnson Sewepagaham, 
Council & Tribal Members 

LITTLE RED RIVER CREE TRIBE 

• FOX LAKE • JOHN D’OR PRAIRIE • GARDEN RIVER 


BOX 1165 
HIGH LEVEL, ALBERTA 
TOH 1Z0 



759-3912 
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NEW NATIONS COUNSELLING OPENS ITS DOORS 


By Deborah Shatz 

New Nations Counselling Services has recently 
opened its doors to provide confidential counselling 
using a holistic approach. The service is sub-con¬ 
tracted through Willow Counselling Services and their 
objective is to help their clients develop skills neces¬ 
sary to cope with life in a more productive manner. 

The services offered by New Nations Counselling 
are free of chaige for Status Indians. Fees are covered 
by Medical Service, Health and Welfare, Canada. A 
written medical referral (similar to a prescription from 
a doctor) is required, stating that the client could ben¬ 
efit from counselling. A minimal sliding fee scale ap¬ 
plies to all other clients. 

Staff of New Nations Counselling service include - 
social worker, Maurice Perron; Lise Jacko, who is a 
social service worker, and Adelard Jacko, who is a 


Child Care Woricer and who also holds a certificate in 
Correctional Services. 

All three counsellors have experience with troubled 
adults, youths, children and their families. 

The counsellors draw upon Native traditions in pro¬ 
viding their service. They explain, “Generations ago, 
our Elders dreamed, prophesying part of the earth in 
harmony with the sun. On this land were dead trees, 
representing their people and struggles through time, 
moving to a place where all would live together as 
one, in a New nation.” 

“We of New Nations Counselling Service, step 
closer in making this once-told prophesy a reality. We 
provide confidential counselling with a holistic ap¬ 
proach, dealing with all aspects of a person’s mental, 
spiritual, physical and emotional well-being.” 

Their counselling services include: 


• Individual and Group therapy for mental, physical 
and sexual abuse. 

• Addictions, Depression, Low Self-esteem, Griev¬ 
ing, and other mental illnesses. 

• Women’s concerns and issues including Family 
Violence. 

• Family intervention, behaviour problems, Home- 
School liaison, advocating and providing Youth Work- 

• Resource Workers (networking) 

• Integration to Urban Life. 

■ Information and referrals to agencies, i.e. Hous¬ 
ing, Social Services, Employment, etc. 

• Lite Skills, Parenting, Budgeting, Homemaking, 
Recreation and Health Care. 

• Any other concerns of clients and/or referral 



Quality Inn 

Airport 

1250 McKinnon Dr. N.E. 

Calgary. Alberta, Canada T2E 7T7 
On the Trans Canada Highway at 19th Street N.E. 

( 403 ) 230-1999 

Calgary’s 
Quality Choice 
for Small Meetings 
and Seminars 

Ask about our government rates 


\ 
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• Indoor Pool 
• Saunas 

• Skyline Dining Room 
• Turbulence Lounge 
• Satellite T.V. 

• Meeting Rooms 



Established 


The provincial government has recently established a Native Affairs Caucus 
Committee in an effort to more effectively address the needs of Alberta’s Native 
community. 

Chaired by Halver C. Jonson, MLA for Ponoka-Rimbey, the Native Affairs 
Caucus Committee comprises: 

Pearl Calahasen MLA, Lesser Slave Lake 

Mike Cardinal MLA, Athabasca-Lac La Biche 

Brian Evans MLA, Banff-Cochrane 

Bonnie Laing MLA, Calgary-Bow 

Ty Lund MLA, Rocky Mountain House 

The Committee’s terms of reference are as follows: 

• Meet with delegations representing Native people to hear their concerns 
and recommendations relative to provincial government policy, programs and leg¬ 
islation. 

• Assist and advise the ministers responsible for Native issue on matters 
pertaining to legislation, programs and policy. 

• Endeavour to assist in identifying opportunities for increased co-ordina¬ 
tion, efficiency and effectiveness in the delivery of services to Native people by 
provincial government departments. 

• Assist the ministers responsible for Native Affairs in communicating with 
the Native community. 
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FOCUS ON WOMEN 


Changing the Cycle of Abuse 


The Women of The Metis Nation recently held z 


sively. Through the help of motion pictures, etc., ' 

-i-..., Q 0 j i, 1( ji an w . 


quite human — someone that a white 
man drags into the bushes for a quarter. These are the 
attitudes that have been ingrained into people 


general meeting with guest speaker Emma LaRocque princess who is very beautiful and very regal and at 
speaking on the issue of the patriarchy which has been the same time untouchable; and then the squaw who is 

imposed on Native women through colonization. aaB||--* - '• ' 

Ms. LaRocque, who is originally from the Lac La 

Biche area and is now a professor of Native Studies at _ 

the University of Manitoba, explained how Aboriginal have resulted in the police being very vicious towards 

cultures differed before the Europeans arrived for the Native women, the priests abusing them in secret, etc. 
purpose of colonization. She explained that women Stories in the past of rape and ’ ' 
were originally very highly regarded in many of these by many of us still today and ai 
cultures, but because the Europeans were a male dom- spoken of. 
inated society and because of the interaction that oc- Our own men have, over ti 


anything by band councillors, parents, elders, etc. A 
young policeman finally heard her story and believed 
it. The men were arrested and one was sent to prison 
for four years. It was said by people afterward that she 
was asking for it because she wore make-up and she 
didn’t protect herself. 

Ms. LaRocque explained that she has not painted a 
very pretty picture for us during her talk but that she is 
not going to keep quiet any longer. She is going to say 
what has been happening and try to deal with the 
problems. This is a problem that has to begin some¬ 
where — why not with you? 

, You are only sure of today; 

Do not let yourself be cheated out of it! 


e adopted by the Native men. Following are some 
of Ms. LaRocque’s views on the subject: 

Native women had previously always had a say in 
the decision making process or in fact, had been the 
one who made the decisions for the family and com¬ 
munity. Women had political power ; 


pie would live. The male in these pre-colonized times 
weren’t able to take the property away; if there was a 
divorce, the man was the one who must leave. In addi¬ 
tion, sexuality was accepted freely in both men and 
women. Unlike today, women had as much sexual 


women, girls and even children are being attacked 
even at this very moment in Native communities ev¬ 
erywhere. 

In the first of a long uphill battle, we are now ap¬ 
pealing to Native men, through workshops, that this is 
‘ problem that’s cure has got to begin somewhere, 


can begin to change the attitudes from within. It L _ 
problem that those on the outside can attribute to Na¬ 
tive culture just being that way. But it is a problem 
that we all realize must be dealt with properly now. 

The biggest concern is that no one is now dealing 


dealings, and thus did the Native male gain 
prominence over his female partner. 

Not only did the white man bring male dominance 
to the new land, but also the darker side of this 
attitude. Violence and sexual abuse toward women 
came not just from the European men, but over time, 
from the Native man as well. 

Also contributing to this dilemma were the new have been affected by it 
missionaries whose theology was very male-oriented. There are many men who 
This was a complete contradiction to the people they either need 
were trying to teach. “Cree” means neither female i 
male in spiritual terms, but to the Native 
priorized by these new strangers i 


The question now is 
one of who will deal with 
this issue and help to 
heal these women who 



o be dealt 
with in a rehabilitative 
a, being way or expelled from the 
re than the communities they 


ways of the past. They saw certain benefits in this wreaking havoc upon. 


A good example of the 
' i which these 
; are poorly dealt 
with is the young Native 


priorization that they previously hadn’t enjoyed. 

As for the Metis people, they first developed 
culture in the mid 1700s as a direct result of the 
European man’s involvement with Native women. 

They faced many of the same effects of colonization girl in northern Manitoba 
as did their Native counterparts. White fur traders who was placed 
began to trade their Native and Metis ..wives for the Native community 
white women who began arriving from Europe. Those with her own people. She 
who didn’t give them up played a large role in family was consequently 
life and the role of women. Even though these women subjected to seventeen 
played a big part in their husbands’ success, they v 
never given the status that was rightfully deserved. 

To date, a lot of the 
male dominance and 
unfairness in Native 
arenas comes from the 
Indian Act itself. Section 
121(b) states that an 
Indian male can marry 
any woman, white or 
Indian, and retain his own 
and her status. On the 
other hand, should an 
Indian woman marry one 
who isn’t a status Indian, 
she loses her status 
immediately and all that 
goes with it. 

Also in religion has the 
woman lost her 
sacredness and the role of 
innocence. Along with 
this has been lost their 
pride and importance in 
Native societies and their 
role continues to 
diminish. 



EDMONTON BUTCHER & 
PACKERS SUPPLIES 
GROUP 

(A CORPORATE PARTNERSHIP) 


Hussmann Food Store Equipment 
New and Used Equipment 
Restaurant Equipment 
Planning service for stores & restaurants 
Commercial Refrigeration 
Air Conditioning 

455-4128 (24 Hours) 

11434-120 Street, Edmonton 


SAMSON 

RECREATION BINGO 

Hobbema, Alberta 

SUPPORT YOUR LOCAL COMMUNITY! 

EVERY FRIDAY, SATURDAY, and SUNDAY 
Afternoon Bingo 
Saturday and Sunday 

2:15 p.m. 

Door Prizes, Consolation on Odd and Even 
Afternoon and Evening Games 

- Doors Open 5:00 p.m. - Accumulating Jackpot 

- Cashier Open 5:45 p.m. - Accumulating Lucky Number 

-Jackpot Precall 6:15 p.m. -Bonanza 

- Early Bird 6:45 p.m. - Odd and Even 

- Bonanza Precall 7:00 p.m. - $500.00 Good Neighbour Game 

- Regular games 7:30 p.m. Every Sunday 

HOME OF THE BIG PAYOUTS 

Concession Booth 
Day Care $5.00 Per Child 

We 'Encourage MC Etders to Ee 
Strong and Eroud 
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TASK FORCE HEARS WOMEN’S ISSUE 


By Brian Savage 

Mabel Giroux is a social worker for the Dene Tha 
band on their reserve at Assumption. 

After much deliberation, she appeared at the Na¬ 
tive Criminal Task Force, led by Justice R.A. 
Cawsey. . 

She had decided to speak out on a topic she knew 
only too well - wife abuse. 

“It is sometimes very violent,” she told the task 
force. "Women get slapped, punched, kicked, raped 
and beaten.” Sometimes women must be rushed by 
helicopter to the hospital at High Level, 110 km away 
from the reserve. 

Yet now, she wonders if she has done the right 
thing in speaking out. 

“I’ve had a talk with others . 
speak on this issue,” she says now. 

When pressed for an explanation, Giroux blames 

We Salute All Elders ^ 

AAA 'TRIPLE A" 
DENTURE CLINIC LTD. 


me senes of front page stories the Edmonton Journal her. , , . , 

has run focusing on the problems of alcohol and Giroux presented to the task force a proposal for a 
crime on the reserve provincial inquiry to look at Native family violence 

“Those Journal stories just weren’t true, ” says and the problems facing Native women and children 
Giroux, “and the way I feel, I shouldn't talk.” Giroux speaks slowly and with determination. She 

And yet the same impulse that compelled her to knows she faces an uphill battle. This country is 
testify at the task force hearings comes out even now: considered to be a man’s town, and women have nc 


n reluctant t< 


Certified Dental Mechanic (Denturist) 

424-9645 

806 Empire Building 
10080 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta T5J1V9 



“I had to think about... 
to surface sometime. 
Giroux’s convictions led 
to her membership in 
the Dene Tha Women’s 
Society, formed in 
September of 1989, and 
which presently holds its 
meetings in a church 
basement. 

It is a small group, 
says Giroux, whose 
main objective is to or¬ 
ganize the women of 
Assumption to be sup¬ 
portive and educate 
them on issues such as 
spousal assault, 

“It has to be dealt 
with,” says the social 
worker about the abuse 
she, herself, has experi¬ 
enced and which she 
sees going on around 


, but it was something that has voice,” she remarks. 



QUALITY • QUALITY 
QULAITY 


HOLDING TANKS - 


SEPTIC TANKS -C.! 


Utilizing the shrinkage-compensating froms 


FOR INFORMATION AND UTERATURE CONTACT 
TANKS • A • LOT (403) 464-4208 

LTD. TOLL FREE: 1-800-661-5667 


Caribe Soul 
Shack Co. Ltd. 

One source for all 
your delicacies and produce 
from the Caribbean islands 

Fried Fish is Available 

10037B - 82nd Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6E 1Z2 

(403) 439-5663 


ADVENTURE LIVING 
AT TEEN TIME CAMPS 

Teen Time of Edmonton is gearing up for another summer full of fun; trailrides and hayrides, miniature 
rodeos and clowns, canoeing and dripping wet instractois, tug-of-wars over the mid pit, big meals and unforget¬ 
table cabin friends. Each of these activities fonn just a part of the overall picture; a picture with over 700 Ed¬ 
monton and area teenagers and children having “the time of their lives” at summer camp.Adventure living at 
Teen Time camps 

Teen Time of Edmonton is gearing up for another summer full of fun; trailrides and hayrides, miniature 
rodeos and clowns, canoeing and dripping wet instructors, tug-of-wars over the mid pit, big meals and unforget¬ 
table cabin friends. Each of these activities form just a part of the overall picture; a picture with over 700 Ed¬ 
monton and area teenagers and children having “the time of their lives” at summer camp. 

Camps include everything from beginner camps for children who have never been to camp before to rugged 
mountain and wilderness camps for the teenager who’s out to try just about anything. Teen Time Range, located 
75 miles north of Edmonton near Westlock, provides horseback riding along scenic trails, swimming and canoe¬ 
ing in the clear water of Makewin Lake, archery, trampolining, an obstacle course, a craft shack and insulated 
cabins. The Ranch also hosts a unique teepee village for campouts and nature training or as a wilderness base 
camp. 

Riding School and Super Camp are very popular with teenagers. In Riding School, qualified instructors train 
young riders in the various levels of horsemanship and the fundamentals of horse care. At Super Camp, the 
teens enjoy water sports (such as windsurfing) and beach parties, as well as team sports and movie making. 

Teen Time’s Wilderness Camps include plenty of adventure, from spectacular cycle tours from Jasper to 
Banff, to canoeing expeditions over the same lakes and rapids as the fur traders of bygone days. Backpacking 

and rockclimbing camps 
provide plenty of chal¬ 
lenge for the hiking and 
climbing enthusiasts, and 
if you’d rather stay on the 
prairies. Wagon Train 
Camp offers a great com¬ 
bination of horseback rid¬ 
ing and camping across 
rural Alberta. 

Camp counsellors are 
trained to ensure the 
safety of every camper at 
every activity. The 
camp’s staff all work to¬ 
gether towards one goal; 
namely to help young 
people develop in all four 
areas of a balanced life: 
physically, mentally, so¬ 
cially and spiritually. 

Teen Time’s trademark 
over its 23 years of camp¬ 
ing experience has been 
to offer young people 
plenty of adventure — in 
a setting enveloped by a 
unique, caring environ- 


Where will your kids be this summer? 
SUMMER CAMP — A great place to be! 



* Beginner Camps (8-9 years) 

* Ranch Camps (8-13 years) 

* Wilderness Camp (10-13 years) 

* Riding School (12-17 years) 
•Teen Camp (14-17 years) 


Call 466-8530 

For Information and Brochure 


• Horseback Riding • Canoeing • Archery • 

• Swimming • Windsurfing * Trampolining * 
• Obstacle Course • Gymkhana* Crafts * 


WILDERNESS CAMPS for Teenagers 

* Cycle Camps — Jasper to Banff 
* Canoe Camps—Lakes and Rapids 

* Wagon Trains 

* Rockclimbing 

* Backpacking 



($10.00 discount on oil CAMP REGISTRATION FEES before June 1, 1990) 
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WOMEN’S ORGANIZATION 
TO HOLD BANQUET 

On Sunday, May 27th, the Women of the Metis Nation organization will hold its second 
annual mother-daughter banquet. The event will be held at the Forum Inn in Edmonton, 
which is located at 11845 - 73rd Street. The banquet begins with cocktails at 6:00 p.m. 

The purpose of the banquet is to provide Metis women - grandmothers, mothers 
and daughters - with the opportunity to pay respect to their own heritage as Metis 
women. During the banquet, each person will have a chance to speak and share 
some of their family history. 

The date of the banquet also coincides with Metis Women’s Day. Banquet tickets 
are available at a cost of $20.00, and for further information, you can contact 
Leslie Moncrieff at 963-7351. 


In business, timing 
is everything. 

Now is the best 
time to get 
ready for the 
proposed GST. 




Help starts with this 
GST information kit, 
mailed to businesses 
across Canada. 

If you didn’t get yours, 
or if you have any 
. questions, call now: 

1800267-6620 

9 a.m.-5 p.m. Mon.-Fri. 

Or pick up a kit at your 
nearest post office. 

Telecommunications 
device for the hearing 
impaired: 1800465-5770 


I You’ll receive infor¬ 
mation on how the 
. proposed GST applies 
to your business. 

■ You’ll have plenty of 
time to choose the 
administrative options 
most convenient for you. 

■ You’ll know how to 
take advantage of tax 


■ You can get help to 
adapt your accounting 
system and prepare 
your staff for the change. 

■ As well as getting infor¬ 
mation and help in person 
or by phone, you can 
reach a GST question and 
answer data base via PC. 
Call: 1800267-4500 
Revenue Canada is 

ready to help you under¬ 
stand and prepare for the 
proposed GST. 


Canada’s GST. It’s good business to prepare now. 


Canada 


Oil City 

Auto Parts 


Quality Costs Less at Oil City 

447-4577 

Wlnterbum 


L CLEANING LTD. 

- INDUSTRIAL - 
- COMMERCIAL - 
PRESSURE CLEANING 
CAULKING 

OPERATORS POWER STAGE WORK 

484-6810 

10933A -166 St., Edmonton 


$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 
KENSINGTON BINGO CENTRE $ 

| |Sct| 12538-132 AVENUE, EDMONTON * 
c Play Bingo Every Night! g 

g 51 Games • $1.00 per Card • 3 Bonanzas g 
5 1 Early Bird g 

* Doors - 4:30 • Early Bird - 6:30 • Regular - 7:00 £ 

j Afternoon Bingo g 

g Saturday, Sunday and Holidays g 

g Doors 11 DO am • CASH 11:30 ■ Pre-Call 12:30 p.m. g 


$ $$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$ 


Kane’s Motorcycle 
Shop Ltd. 



Genuine Parts 
and Accessories 

(complete in-shop repairs) 


Alberta’s oldest established 
authorized Harley-Davldson Dealer 
Mall order and C.O.D.'s 
anywhere In Canada 

(403) 269-8577 

or (403) 262-9795 
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KIDS CORRAL 


SPECIAL CHILDRENS SECTION 



KIDS: This is your page. 

We welcome all letters, art-work and poetry. Thank you for your interest and your input. 


Flowers 

flowers love taking showers. 

Like roses love getting sprai/ed btf hoses. 

Theg love sitting In the hot sun. 

Having all that fnn. 

flowers need lots of ea re. 

When theg swag In the air. 

by Delaney Louis 
Age: 10 

Centennial School, Wetaskiwin, Alberta 





Drawings by 

Clifford Cardinal (above) and 
Trevor Boucher (left). 



AMF600 TRANSPORT. 
WHEN YOU’VE GOT 
WORK 
TO DO. 


600 Transport 

■ 341 cc engine, variable 
speed transmission, 
4-wheel-drive 

■ Dump box 

KELEMEN & SONS LTD. 

Phone:836-3337 
Manning, Alberta 
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ENVIRONMENT 


Protecting our Mother Earth 



B.C. PROPOSES CARMANAH LOGGING 

by Dale Stelter ley beginning in the year 

The British Columbia government has added fuel 2003, but then revised its 
to the controversy surrounding the fate of the Car- plans, and — with gov- 
manah valley on southwestern Vancouver Island. B.C. ernment consent but 
Forests Minister Claude Richmond recently an- without public knowl- 
nounced a proposal that would permit logging in edge or review — pro- 
slightly less than half of the 6,730 hectare valley. posed to begin logging in 

Richmond proposed that MacMillan Bloedel be al- 1989. 
lowed to log the upper portion of the valley — or ap- The controversy was 

proximately 3,150 hectares — after studies are done ignited in 1988, when en- 
to determine whether the logging would damage large vironmentalists discov- 
Sitka spruce trees found in the lower portion. Rich- ered a road surveyed into 
mond further proposed that the lower portion be con- the valley, and a road 
verted into a provincial park. construction crew already 

The B.C. government has asked MacMillan at work. The ensuing out- 
Bloedel to conduct the impact studies, prompting ac- cry resulted in MacMil- 
cusations of conflict of interest from environmental- lan Bloedel proposing a 
ists, most of whom want to see the entire Carmanah series of alternative log- 
valley preserved. The environmentalists fear that log- ging plans, including pre- 
ging the upper portion of the valley will affect the en- serving 1.4% of the val- 
tire watershed, due to significant soil erosion and ley, then 2%, then 7%. 
flooding. Each time, the proposals 

The environmentalists state that this will also affect met stiff opposition, 
the Sitka spruce trees, including the 95-metre “Car¬ 
manah Giant” 



world’s tallest known 
Sitka spruce and 
Canada’s tallest tree. 
More than 200 of the 
valley’s Sitka reach 
heights of 70 metres or 

As well, some of the 
trees are estimated to be 
700 to 800 years old, and 
the Carmanah Giant is 
thought to be more than 
1,000 years old. 

The environmentalists 
have been joined in their 
opposition by Natives, 
including the Nitinat In¬ 
dians, who have aborigi¬ 
nal claim to the valley. 
The environmentalists 
and Natives have also 
shown that the Car¬ 
manah valley is home to 
abundant wildlife. 

Richmond, mean¬ 
while, told a luncheon 
gathering of the B.C. 
Forest Association that 
logging the upper por¬ 
tion of the Carmanah 
will not affect the Sitka 
spruce trees. 

Federal Environment 
Minister Lucien 
Bouchard has said that 
the federal government 
may be legally required 
to apply its own environ¬ 
mental guidelines, and 
conduct a review of the 
Catmanah logging plans. 
This prompted an angry 
backlash from Rich¬ 
mond, who accused 
Bouchard of political 
meddling. 

The debate surround¬ 
ing the Carmanah has 
been ongoing for 
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Wiik *Uie*\ W* Will Rudd Ui+ QutuA* 

from 

Council, Staff and Members 

KIKINO 

METIS SETTLEMENT 

Feel Free to Contact your Settlement Council 
for further information on 

Educational Bursaries 
for 1990/91 School Year 

(403) 623-7868 

FAX (403) 623-7080 

General Delivery 
Kikino, Alberta 
T0A 2B0 



Saluting tbe Participants of 
Calgary Native Awareness Week 



BP CANADA 


Suite 2100, 855 - 2nd Street S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta T2P 4J9 
Telephone: (403) 237-1234 


GYPSUM DRYWALL 



• Steel Studs • Insulation • Drywall 
Commercial and Residential 

255-8177 

101-208-57 Ave. S.W., Calgary, AB. T2H 2K8 



ENVIRONMENTAL DIGEST By Dale Stelter 


Energy Ministers Scrap Pollution Guidelines 

Canada’s energy ministers recently decided to drop national guidelines that would reduce air 
pollution from greenhouse gases such as carbon dioxide. These gases contribute to the global 
wanning phenomenon. , . 

The agreement marked the end of a previous commitment to reduce greenhouse gas emissions 
by 20% by the year 2005. That commitment had been endorsed by participants at a 1988 interna¬ 
tional conference held in Toronto. 

Federal Energy Minister Jake Epp said that the provinces which produce the most greenhouse 
gases - such as Alberta and Ontario - should not be penalized for their patterns of industrial devel¬ 
opment 

Epp said that even stringent regulations would make little difference in a global sense, because 
Canada is only responsible for 2% of the world's greenhouse gas emissions. 

However, even allowing for more efficient usage of energy, it is forecast that Ontario’s emis¬ 
sions of C02 will increase by 21% by 2005. Alberta’s C02 emmissions are predicted to increase 
by 42%. 

National Pulp Mill Guidelines Proposed 

Federal Environment Minister Lucien Bouchard recently released draft regulations designed to 
reduce pollution from pulp mills. The proposals would require all mills to treat and clean effluent 
before dumping it. At present, some mills discharge effluent that is virtually untreated. 

Mills would also have to meet, by 1994, the “LC-50 test”, in which 50% of the fish placed in 
pulp mill effluent must be able to survive 96 hours. An industry spokesperson said some mills may 
have a great deal of trouble meeting that deadline, and would need more time. At the same time, 
environmentalists have said that the LC-50 test is far from adequate. 

Environmentalists have also pointed to the fact that the proposals do not address pollution from 
some classes of organo-chlorines. 

It is estimated that the proposals would cost the Canadian pulp and paper industry approxi¬ 
mately $5 billion. 

The Federal Environment department is conducting a series of public consultations, over a one- 
month period, concerning the draft regulations. 

Bush Backtracks on Global Warming Comments 

U.S. President George Bush recently faced harsh criticism for comments he made regarding 
global warming. While delivering the opening speech at an international conference, Bush said 
that more research is needed into the causes of global warming before steps are taken to combat it. 

European officials reacted sharply, insisting that immediate action is necessary to address the 
problem. Critics said that Bush is more concerned with the economic impact of fighting global 
warming, and likened Bush’s comments to those of former U.S. president Ronald Reagan, whose 
indifference to the environment was well-known, and who consistently deferred action on environ¬ 
mental issues to further study. 

Consequently, in his closing speech to the conference, Bush changed his position, stating that 
his government is firmly committed to reducing air pollution. 

Did You Know? 

■ On a per capita basis, Canadians are the heaviest users of energy in the world. 

• One chlorine molecule, when released from a CFC molecule, can destroy thousands of ozone 
molecules. 

• It is estimated that in the United States in 1990,300,000 acres of wetland will be lost. 

• Between 1970 and 1989, the North American population of breeding mallards dropped from 
10.4 million to 6.1 million. 

• Also between 1970 and 1989, the number of dusky seaside sparrows in existence dropped 
from 1,000 to 0 - the species is now extinct. 
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Disappearing Wilderness 

(As seen through Native Eyes) 

Are We Balanced? 

As we walked through the last of our great pines and 
green trees, 

I stopped slowly to catch and devour the last smell of its 
fresh breeze. 

Knowing only too well that nature’s end was so near; 

Great elk, moose and mule deer, will have no home to 
abide here. 

Our lonely wolf howl and haunting cries of the loon, 
seemed only like death to our vast land of great doom. 
Industry once again has won, 
we can't stop what soon will be done! 

Nothing is good and for the sake of our fine wood, 
stop nature's destruction if only you could. 

Our love of nature is becoming so extinct, 
that no one is balanced or has left any instinct. 

Our land is now becoming a desolate waste, 
because of industry taking it, in such bad taste. 

Natives no more will have any freedom to roam, 
j hunting, fishing and land will be taken from their home. 

What was once their only way of life, 
will be replaced by only strife. 

To be stuck on reservations was bad enough, 
now that seems small with times more tough. 

Our last plea is for our Great Creator to step in, 
and help preserve what is left from within. 

Written by — Kerry S. Jewell 



Skin Deep Beauty 

Continued from Page 16 

sewing, she literally chewed it into softness so it 
could be shaped. When her husband returned from 
hunting with wet footwear, again she chewed them 
back into softness. This caused her teeth to wear 
down and with age, her strength diminished; she be¬ 
came less valuable. 

The Canadian Government became aware in the 
1940s that the Eskimo population was being ravaged 
by the white man’s disease, tuberculosis. They began 
bringing patients down to Edmonton for treatment in 
their Federal hospital, the Charles Camsell. Over the 
years, between twenty and forty of the female patients 
admitted had been tattooed. The two photographs, one 
of a woman in her twenties, and the other of the older 
woman of forty, were amongst them. 

The story goes that the elder one had been almost 
two years in the hospital recovering horn tuberculosis 
and later some surgery. When she recovered, she was 
flown back to her home near Frobisher Bay. She was 
warmly welcomed, given a home-coming party and 
then went, or was put out “on the ice”. 

The practice of “going out on the ice”, was the ac¬ 
cepted method for an Eskimo to commit suicide. 
When one was no longer a contributing citizen, and 


became a burden to other 
members, this custom was 
practiced. It was a com¬ 
paratively easy death; 
after the initial chilling 
discomfort, a drowsy pe¬ 
riod followed. People who 
have almost frozen to 
death report that this was 
followed by pleasant sen¬ 
sations, even sexual fan¬ 
tasies. It was told that 
grandparents hoped that 
after they had perished on 
the ice, a bear would be 
attracted which a grand¬ 
son would kill. This 
would provide meat for 
food, fur for clothing and 
fat for burning; hence the 
cycle completed. 

The spirit might then 
go to “Agneriartarfix” 
where everyone was beau¬ 
tiful and happy. 



I want to go 
that way 


Sometimes it’s hard to get 
pointed in the right direction. 

We counsellors at the Native Services Division 
of the Saskatchewan Institute of Applied Science 
and Technology (SIAST) are here to help you 
make your decision. 

We can start by sending you some information 
about SIAST programs, by setting a time to meet, 
or by talking a while over the phone. 

You’ll find one of us at the SIAST campus 
nearest you waiting your call. 


in Moose Jaw 

SIAST Palliser Campus 
Saskatchewan Street and 
6th Avenue N.W. 

P.O. Box 1420 


Telephone: 694-3266 


SIAST Woodland Campus 
1257 1st Avenue E. 

P.O. Box 3003 
Prince Albert. Sask. 

S6V 6G1 

Telephone: 953-7095 


in Regina 

SIAST Wascana Campus 
221 Winnipeg Street N. 
P.O. Box 556 
Regina, Sask. 

S4P 3A3 

Telephone: 787-7819 

in Saskatoon 
SIAST Kelsey Campus 
Idylwyld Drive and 
33rd Street 
P.O. Box 1520 
Saskatoon, Sask. 

S7K 3R5 

Telephone: 933-8013 


SIAST 
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EARTH DAY CELEBRATED WORLDWIDE 

^ ** v __ o chAu; Af nnanimitv. and de- Five other booths servf 


D l Stelter joined together 

On Sunday, April 22, people around the world clared^theiraji 

and it is estimated that approximately 200 million 
people in about 136 countries took part in activities of 
one form or another. 

Earth Day 1990 marked the 20th anniversary of the 
first Earth Day, which was held in the United States, 
and which has since become an annual event. How¬ 
ever, it is only recently, with widespread public 
awareness ' ‘ 


TRANSPORT 
DRIVER TRAINING 


• Class 1 < 

• 10/13 speed diesel trucks 

• Day, evening or Saturdays 

• On the job training 

• Air brakes/dangerous goods 

• Defensive driving (trucks) 

■ Extended length course 

• Financial assistance 

• Job placement assistance 

ACCOMMODATIONS INCLUDED 
(for out of town) 


DRIVER EDUCATION LTD. 

15829-116 Ave., Edmonton 

455-8157 


Slip In Today... 

Live Music Nightly 

DRAKE HOTEL 



3945 - 118 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T5W 0Z8 


show of unanimity, and de- Five other booths served up a variety of healthy 
concern for the condition that Mother food, often onto plates which participants had 
t of course, was Earth Day 1990, brought. Many participants amved by shuttle buses, 

’ - — —• or by bicycle or on foot, leaving their cars at home. 

Other speakers included Edmonton Mayor Jan 
Reimer, and Barb Nicoll, one of the co-ordinators of 
the Earth Awareness Society of Edmonton, which or¬ 
ganized Sunday’s activities. 

During the day, Richard Thomas, who had initiated 
“Moratorium on Mills” walk from Calgary to T ' J 


awareness aouui u.c environinental problems that the monton, arrived in the city. At various stages in his 

planet faces, that Earth Day has achieved any promi- walk, Mr. Thomas had been accompanied by a num- 

P ber of different people. For example, when he reached 

^In Edmonton, approximately 12,000 people took Hobbema, approximately fifteen Native children 

part in afternoon activities at Hawrelak Park. Repre- joined in, some for up to six lalometres. 

sentatives of the Mother Earth Healing Society were Across Canada, many other events took pla^ In 

amongst the opening speakers, and Eva Cardinal of- Ottawa, 4000 people sat on Parliament Hill 
fered a prayer in Cree. 




___ listento 

number of speakers, including author Farley Mowat, 
who denounced the 


Canadian government 
for inaction on environ¬ 
mental issues. 

In Vancouver, Earth 
Day coincided with the 
annual peace march, and 
organizers estimated that 
100,000 people took 
part. In Toronto, tens of 
thousands of people 
marched from the On¬ 
tario legislature to city 
hall for a rally and con¬ 
cert that included Native 
drummers. 

Canadian Earth Day 
organizers have esti¬ 
mated that they tallied 
commitments for the 
planting of almost two 
million trees, both on 
and after Earth Day. 

A young Canadian 
also made international 
headlines, as 7-year old 
Amy Milne of Saskatoon 
proposed an Earth Day 
toast to VIPs at the 
United Nations head¬ 
quarters in New York. 
Young Amy had at¬ 
tracted the attention of 
the UN as a result of her 
determined one-person 
campaign to clean up her 
neighbourhood. 

The Mother Earth Healing Society also had a , n Washington, D.C., 125,000 people thronged 
teepee set up as one of the approximately 45 booths ^ ma n between Capitol HiU and the Wash¬ 

providing information and displays. Native drummers j n gton Monument, and around the world, individuals 




a friendship dance as part of the participated ii 
activities. 


Saluting 6 years of 
Independent Publishing 

AMAN 

BUILDING 

CORPORATION 

GENERAL CONTRACTORS - 
CONSTRUCTION 
MANAGEMENT & RENOVATIONS 



464-5925 


thousands of different environmental 
of 



The fiist Earth Day event, held in 1970, grew 
an idea developed by United States senator Nelson 
Gaylord. More than 20 million people participated, 
and the event was credited with being instrumental in 
the passage of the Environmental Act, and the Clean 
Air act, by the U.S. Congress. 

Saluting your Terseverence... 

6 years of Independent Tublisfdng 

from 

the management and staff of 

CANADIAN HUNTER 
EXPLORATION LTD. 

9701 -116 ST., 

GRANDE PRAIRIE 
T8V 6H6 


539-3007 





























SATELLITE TV COMES TO HOBBEMA 


Residents of the Hobbema Indian Reserve now 
have access to the same television channels as city 
dwellers. For the past 12 months, a commercial ven¬ 
ture called the Hobbema Broadcast Ltd., sponsored by 
the Samson Indian Band, has been relaying satellite 
video channels to local residents. 

The system, called SMATV, or Satellite Master An- 


of conventional cable TV. For Hobbema residents it 
offers home entertainment via satellite at a reasonable 


signals and taped entertainment. The nine channels in¬ 
clude SuperChannel, The Family Channel, Much 
Music, TSN, a local broadcast station and a country 
music station. Future potential services could include 
sports, news, health and fitness, religious programs, 
children’s programs, adult education programs, live 
concerts and Indian Management Development pro¬ 


This is one of the first systems of its type in Canada 
to provide the number and variety of channels over 
UHF air waves that it does. Several other Indian Re¬ 
serves have shown interest in obtaining similar sys¬ 
tems. So far, about 350 homes have been connected 
and it is expected that 
within a year, another 800 
homes will be served by 
SMATV. 

The Hobbema Broad- 
Ltd. is using local resi¬ 


dents to install and maintain the equipment These fu¬ 
ture technicians are being trained by the Northern Al¬ 
berta Institute of Technology (NAIT) while learning 
on the job. Eleven people are enrolled in NAIT’s 
Cable Television (CATV) Plant Technician program 
which is being taught on-site at Hobbema. 

NAIT’s CATV Plant Technician program includes 
four levels of training for a total of 525 hours and is 
recognized by the Western Society of Cable Televi¬ 
sion Engineers (WSCTE). Those involved in the pro¬ 
gram at Hobbema have completed the introductory 35 
hours of training Level II includes basic electronics 
and consists of 210 hours of training and is expected 
to start this summer. 



We give praise to the wisdom and knowledge 
we receive from our Elders 
Help Keep the respect and dignity alive 
for our Elders 

Enoch Band 
Alcohol Program 

Counselling After Care, 
Preparation for Treatment, 
Oversee Probation, Court Services, 
Intervention, Community Hours 

470-5677 

Box 2, Site 2, R.R. *1 
Winterburn, Alberta 
TOE 2N0 


Programming includes satellite broadcasts, off-air 

Indian Management 
Development Seminars 




Seek Guidance from the Native Elders 

^•keyaixa college 

8115 Franklin Avenue. Fort McMurray. Alberta 
The Future, Yours Mine & Ours | 


o 

o 


• Academics 

Upgrading, career and University transfer programs 

• Community and Instructional Support 

Contract training and evening credit & non-credit courses 

• Heavy Industrial and Equipment Operation 

Earth moving, road building and Industrial machine operator and diver 
taining programs 

• Hospitality and Culinary Management 

Commercial and cook apprentice, food and beverage refresher programs 

• Nursing 

Registered nurse diploma, degree courses and nursing refresher programs 

• Trade and Technology 

Pre-employment, apprenticeship and career programs 

To apply, or for more information, phone... 


COU CS2S 1791-4800 
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SURVEYING LTD. 
Professional LandSurveyors 

• Property Boundary Surveyors • Construction 

• Legal • Control • Engineering • Mineral Claim 

• Underground • Oil Field and Seismic Surveys 


Emergency Medical Technician 
(Ambulance) Training Program 


Take the First Step, 
be a Part of... 

WAIWE ADUHT 


August 13-17,1990 

A one-week University orientation program for 
Native Adults considering a university career. 
Program includes: 

- orientation sessions 

- introductory non-credit academic courses in 
Native Art, Computing Science, Archeology, 
Sociology, Geology and English. 

- selected guest speakers from the Native 
community. 

Registration: 

Deadline: July31,1990 
Fee: $150.00 

(limited bursaries are available) 

A Native community services program offered 
jointly by Native Student Services and the Faculty 
of Extension at the University of Alberta. 

For registration and information, please contact 
the NASU Coordinator at 492-5677 or write: 

Native Student Services 
124 Athabasca Hall 
University of Alberta 
Edmonton, Alberta 
T6G 2E8 

Sponsored in pari by: 

Municipal Affairs 
Petro Canada Inc. 

NOVA, An Alberta Corporatior 


An Emergency Medical Technician (Ambulance) 
Training Program has just started at Maskwachees 
Cultural College. Maskwachees Cultural College is a 
private college, located at Hobbema and governed by 
the Four Nations of Hobbema. 

The four month program has been designed to meet 
the special needs of ambulance workers who will be 
employed by ambulance services working on or near 
Native communities. While meeting the Provincial 
standards for Ambulance training, the program will 
also address some of the cultural aspects of pre¬ 
hospital care. In both the emergency and non¬ 
emergency transportation of Native people, especially 
elders, an understanding on the part of the attending 
professional of the language and culture of the patient 
will reduce patient stress. In addition. Native 
ambulance workers, working on their home 
experience much higher 
stress levels than their 
non-Native counterparts 
as their patients are 
more likely to be friends 
or relatives. The training 
program will try to help 
the workers cope with 
this stress. 

Funding for the 
twenty trainees has been 
provided by the Native 
Health Careers Program 
of Health and Welfare 
Canada and by the Job 
Strategy Program of 
Canada Employment 
and Immigration. In 
addition, Maskwachees 
Ambulance Authority, 
the local ambulance 
service, has provided 
curriculum development 


funding. 

It is hoped that a second intake of trainees will be 
possible, but that will depend on funding 
arrangements. Maskwachees Cultural College is a 
private college and therefore does not receive 
Provincial funding, unlike the other two colleges in 
Alberta which offer EMT training. The college 
already has a waiting list for a second intake. 

While the program has been designed primarily for 
Native trainees, there are three non-Native trainees in 
the present intake, and it is expected that future 
intakes will have a similar cultural mix. 

Of the 20 trainees, 11 are male; 17 are Native, with 
12 coming from the Four Nations at Hobbema, 2 from 
the Sunchild reserve, and one each from the Stoney, 
Saddle Lake and Sturgeon Lake (Saskatchewan) re¬ 
serves. Ages of the trainees range from 19 to 53. 


1*1 ££££*"■ stsygs, 

POST-SECONDARY 

STUDENT 

SUPPORT PROGRAM 

INDIAN AND NORTHERN AFFAIRS CANADA 
ALBERTA REGION 

“Program of Financial Support for 
Registered Canadian Indian and Inuit 
Post-Secondary Students” 

A prospective student must be: 

- a registered Canadian Indian or Inuit 

- a resident of Canada for 12 consecutive months prior to application 

- accepted to an approved post-secondary program of studies in an 
accredited post-secondary institution. 

DEADLINE for Applications 

June 15 - for programs starting - fall semester 
October 15 - for programs starting - winter semester 
APPLICATIONS AVAILABLE AT: 

Regional Office South Alberta District 

Suite 630. 454 Harry Hayes 

9700 Jasper Avenue Building 

Canada Place 220 - 4 Avenue S.E. 

EDMONTON. Alberta CALGARY. Alberta 
T5J 4G2 T2G 4X3 

Canada 
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Book Review 

In-Depth Look at Straggles for Rights, Justice 


Drumbeat: Anger and Renewal in Indian Country 
Edited by Boyce Richardson 
c. 1989, by the Assembly of First Nations 
Published by Summerhill Press; 302 pages 
Review by Ryan Edwards (part 1 of 2) 

“Just because a bunch of Indians wandered up and 
down the Rocky Mountain trench for a few hundred 
years, doesn’t mean they own it.’That quotation is at¬ 
tributed to Allan Williams, former attorney general for 
the Social Credit government in British Columbia. 
Williams spoke these words in 1975. 

Similar words ring out from each of the eight chap¬ 
ters of Drumbeat, which details the struggles under¬ 
gone — and still being endured — by a number of 
Canada’s aboriginal peoples: the Lubicon, the Innu of 
(Labrador and Quebec), Teme-Augama Anishnabai 
(Ontario), Algonquins (Ontario, Quebec), Akwesasne 
(Quebec/Ontario/New York), Micmac (Nova Scotia), 
and the Gitksan and Wet’suwet’en (British Columbia). 

The introduction to the book was written by 
Georges Erasmus, National Chief of the Assembly of 
First Nations. Erasmus provides the political back¬ 
ground to the various events chronicled in the book, 
including the land claims process, the constitutional 
process by which aboriginal people succeeded in hav¬ 
ing their rights entrenched but not defined, and a sum¬ 
mary of the social and economic dilemmas in which 
Native people find themselves. 

Erasmus also wrote a brief epilogue, in which he 
outlines solutions for change in the constitutional pro¬ 
cess, treaties and treaty rights, areas in which treaties 
were never signed, education, justice, and self-govem- 

The chapter dealing with the Lubicon of Alberta 
provides an informative historical overview of the Lu¬ 
bicon’s plight, showing how the federal and provincial 
government have tried various — and underhanded — 
tactics to get ahold of the band’s oil-rich lands. 

We also leam about some of the odious legal ma¬ 
noeuvres that both levels of government have used to 
draw out the Lubicon’s legal battles, including 


retroactive rewriting of legislation. The chapter fol¬ 
lows the Lubicon’s struggle up to the band’s rejection 
of the federal government’s so-called settlement offer, 
and clearly explains why the Lubicon found the offer 
unacceptable. 

Since the early 1980s, the land of the Innu Indians 
has been increasingly used for low-level practices by 
European air force jet bombers. Those jets can fly at 
speeds of 900 km/hour, and at heights of only 30 me¬ 
tres above the ground. Not only do these flights have 
serious effects upon the Innu, but they also disrupt the 
caribou herds that the Natives depend upon. 

This chapter de¬ 
scribes the Innu’s oppo¬ 
sition to the Canadian 
government’s proposals 
to increase the number 
of flights, build a NATO 
training centre on Innu 
land, and establish six 
bombing ranges. 

In the section on the 
Teme-Augama Anishn¬ 
abai, Chief Gary Potts 
describes the Natives’ 
fight to protect their 
homeland which lies in 
the Tegami forest, the 
site of the last old- 
growth stand of white 
and red pine in Ontario. 

The Temagami, of 
course, has long been 
the target of the logging 
industry. 

Like the Lubicon, the 
Anishnabai have never 
signed a treaty, and have 
been involved in lengthy 
court battles to protect 
their land. They have 


also been subjected to underhanded tactics by govern¬ 
ments —like suddenly being charged rental for their 
own land. 

Also like the Lubicon, the Anishnabai erected a 
blockade in 1988 to prevent others from coming onto 
their land. Recently, the Anishnabai reached an agree¬ 
ment with the Ontario government regarding joint 
stewardship of approximately 40,000 hectares. The 
Anishnabai also intend to continue with a lawsuit 
against the Ontario government in which they seek 
title to 10;000 square kilometres in the Temagami. 

(Next issue: part 2) 



A Great 

New Name for the 
Old Family Store 


You’ll see our new, bright, 
green colours going up 
over all 157 of our stores. 
The name is new, but now 
we’re a fully independent 
company, whose business 
is to serve the people of 
the North. 


You’ll still be welcomed by 
the same friendly faces 
and solid policies you’ve 
relied upon for years and 
years. 


As your shopping needs 
change, we’ll be changing, 
too! 

But when it comes to 
pleasing you, we’ll stick to 
our guns! 

Our policy of the ‘Best 
price in town' won’t 
change. Our 320 year 
dedication to quality 
remains. This rugged and 
cold environment 
demands dependable 
products. 


Over the years you've 
found us to be a store 
that’s easy to deal with, 
that won’t change. 

Best of all, it’s still 
satisfaction 100% 
guaranteed! 


You can count on 
Northern for great service, 
quality and prices on all 
the things you need. 



Customer Service is Our First Priority 
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Help Keep the Respect and Dignity Alive 
for our Elders, so that we may prosper 
from their wisdom and knowledge 

One sober person is the start of a 
sober nation. One sober person is 
the start of a sober nation. One 
sober person is the start of a sober 
nation. One sober person is the start 
of a sober nation. One sober person 
is the start of a sober nation. One 
sober person is the start of a sober 
nation. One sober person is the start 
of a sober nation. One sober person 
is the start of a sober nation. It starts 
with you. As a healthy individual 
your positive influence spreads to 
family and friends, then neighbours, 
communities...a whole nation. 

SIKSIKA ALCOHOL SOCIETY 

BOX 369, GLEICHEN, ALBERTA 
TOJ 1N0 

(403) 734-3816 

-J 


* 



Make it a 

Coast Class Meeting. 


Proud to Salute 
the Native Elders 
in Alberta 

© The Coast 
Terrace Inn 

4440 Calgary Trail North 
Edmonton, Aberta T6H 5C2 
Ph. 437-6010 

Toll Free in Alberta 1-800-222-6405 

Where service and quality meet 

a___i 
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Book Review 


Land of the Midnight Sun 


PLEASE - Recycle this paper 
The 


Alberta Native News 




bringing the excitement, mystery and romance of the 
Yukon to the outside world. 

This book approaches, researches and digs up the 
Klondike Gold Rush, the constant rise and fall of 
mining companies such 

as Cypress Anvil and _ 

United Keno Hills and 
the building of the 
Alaska Highway by the 
United States Forces 
against the almost 
impossible odds of 
permafrost, muskeg and 
freezing cold which 
caused the Yukon’s 
biggest boom putting 
Whitehorse firmly on the 
map. 

If this book has a fault 
it is because it is overly 
long and although the 
book touches on events 
from the results of 
archaeological finds to 
the effects of the Meech 
Lake accord, still the 
Yukon has a sparse and 
glamourized history and 
the book could have 
been written in fewer 
words. 

The Land of the 
Midnight Sun, like the 
Yukon, is a mixture of 
gold and mud, of fortune 
and disaster, of a new 
country scrabbling for a 
history and the Yukon 
Indian providing the 
only constant in the ebb 
and flow of the pop¬ 
ulation and economy. ' 


WORLD WIDE 
COLLEGE of 

Auctioneering, Inc, 

(Formerly Reisch) I 
50 years - World's largest 
Term soon. Approved for V.A. 
Free catalog 

COL. GORDON E. TAYLOR 
Box 949, Dept. ANN 
Mason City, IA 50401 
(515)423-5242 


Be Your Own Boss! 

• Haul Band Sewage - Septic 

• Work for Oil Companies 

• Bid on Government Contracts 

for Parks, Forest Fires, 

Road Construction, 
Spraying, etc. 

We Have Tandem Axle 
VACUUM TRUCKS 

For Sale 

Ready to go to Work Immediately 

“Also 4-wheel Drive Back-Hoe” 

“We will Train Your Drivers" 

Phone: ( 403 ) 962-5682 


EMPLOYMENT 

OPPORTUNITIES 


RAPID BINGO LEDUC 

"14 Times a Week" 


We ZHcounatfe All Sldesti. 

Ta Be Stsuuuf Attd Ptoud 

36 Regular Games 
15 - Half the House Games 
1 BONANZA -1 Early Bird 
and 1 ODD EVEN Game 

AFTERNOONS 

12:45 p.m. Early Bird -1:00 Pre-Call 


EVENING GAMES 

Evenings 6:45 Early Bird Game 


Regular & Gold Cards 

Afternoons & Evenings 


RAPID BINGO LEDUC 

5904 - 50 Street, Leduc, Alberta 


986-0008 986-2112 


BAND MANAGER 

An exciting, rewarding and challenging opportunity to work with the great 
Dene Tha Band of Northern Alberta Is open for competition. 

QUALIFICATION S 

• University degree, preferably with post-graduate studies In management, 
business and/or economic development, plus at least five years experience 
In Senior Management. 

• Ability to provide managerial direction and leadership to the 
Management Team and other Band personnel. 

• Ability to effectively work with the Chief and Council, 

Representatives of all three levels of government, engineers, 
suppliers of goods and services, etc. 

DUTIES and RESPONSIBILITIES 

• Directly reporting to. and working closely with the Chief and Council, the 
Band Manager will oversee the management and administration of the 
entire Band organization, ensuring that Band programs and activities are 
effectively and efficiently carried out within Band policies and regulations 

• Assist the Band Council with current and long-range planning, and in 
the development of goals and objectives, policies and regulations. 

• Assist Program Heads In developing proposals and projects as directed 
by the Chief and Council. 

• Oversee the financial and administrative functions of all Band 
operations. 

OTHER QUALIFICATIONS 

Knowledge of the Dene people, communities, aspirations and language will 
be an added assest 

SALARY : NEGOTIABLE with experience. 

DEADLINE: May 30, 1990 or until the position Is filled. 

WARNING: You may find working with the Dene people of this and 
neighbouring communltles/Bands very satisfying and fulfilling. Risk of 
desiring to stay and work longer than you plan with this Band Is very 
likely. 

FORWARD RESUME TO: BAND MANAGER, Dene Tha Band 

Box 120. Chateh, Assumption^ Alberta 
TOHOSO 

Telephone: (403) 321-3842 
Fax: (403) 321-3886 
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HE CilMLIC tlEHCI EHUSIH SOCIHt 


Beedahbun: Hie Fist Light of Dawn 


Announcing ... the publication of a unique book which celebrates 

• the passion of a people 

• the passion of art 

• the passion of Jesus 

Writers: Father George Leach and Father Greg Humbert 

Artist: Leland Bell 

", communicate with my heart easily by expressing very 
paint things that everybody knows about, like caring, compassion, the ideas of unity, strength and 

humility." Leland Bell 

Beedahbun: The First Light of Dawn 

. a Denetrating new look at the Stations of the Cross 

. a unique and concrete example of the ongoing dialogue between Native culture and the 

• ^excithig'^troduction to Native art with full-page colour reproductions of 16 paintings of 

First Nations painter, Leland Bell . . 

• a joint publication of Tomiko Publications and the Anishinabe Spiritual Centre and published 

with the assistance of the Catholic Church Extension Society of Canada. 

• Now available for $24.95 through the Catholic Church Extension Society of Canada, see 
coupon below. 

From the opening pages of surrounding the last moments of Therefore we present for your 
Beedahbun: The First Light of Christ’s life. Some of these 

A new edition of the Stations ture; ot 
of the Cross is no less surprising piety and tradition of the people, 
than a new love song. No one 
tires of the flowers in spring, of 
their delicate beauty and pristine 
fragility. Yes, some things grow in 
value as time goes by — good 
a beautiful painting, ' 


enjoyment and edification Beedah- 
. red from scrip- bun: First Light of Dawn, as seen 
derived from the through the penetrating talent of a 
g Native artist, Mr. Leland 
There is nothing 


m of an Eider. Si 




The first composite Stations of - 

the Cross fashioned outside of something old rediscovered. 
Palestine were erected at the 
Church of St. Stefano in Bologna 
in the 5th Century. However, they 
didn’t come into general use until that I might have expected. No, 



le Stations of the Cross. They 
possess a myriad of forms, a rich 
history, a cultural style often jeal¬ 
ously guarded. 

Yet, the Way of the Cross is 
not the way of the slick advertis¬ 
ing campaigns that try in vain to 
puff themselves up with a veneer 
of authenticity. No, only what is 
truly important to us remains part 
of our heritage; only what has 
lasting value is retained. Our 
homes are testaments to this, 
filled with comforting clutter; 
anything irrelevant soon lays dis¬ 
carded in the trash heap. 

As a form of devotion, the Sta¬ 
tions of the Cross have been part 
of the Church for a long time. 

They are stations, places of 


15th century. 

Originally there was consider¬ 
able variety in the number and ti¬ 
des of the Stations used, ranging 
from the five stations placed in 
the Bologna church, to seven in 
Antwerp, with sometimes as 
many as ' 


more familiar 
guarded, maybe even pseudo-rev¬ 
erent approach to gift-giving. 
Most gifts bought by my parents 
were shown to me, prefaced with 
the remark, “Now don’t touch 
that! You can look but mind you 
don’t get too close.” A gift that 


all; I would 

__ only have heard about those gifts, 

now know them began to ap- treated as sacred vessels which 
pear in devotional books and in lay hidden in some sanctuary of 
churches. safety (usually my mother’s bed- 

in our post Vatican 11 Church, room) until they could be given to 
artists and mystics have continued the recipient. 


halt. They 

stop and think, spend some time 
on this mystery. A mystery satu¬ 
rated with memory, challenging 


interpretations 

is archetypal representation of 
e Love that doesn't back down, crafts 
t doesn’t quit. Many of them 


imperative: have added a fifteenth Station — 


The purpose for this new book 


It surprised me then that this 
is not the case with the handi- 
the Ojibway People 
had made for Pope John Paul II 
when he visited Canada in 
September of 1984. Their gifts 
gift from the People, the 


us to empathize with the divine- offer you sc 
human person who loved enough spiritual nourishment fir 


is threefold. The authors wish to Anishnabek (as they call them- 


nsights and selves); they w< 


cal mystery. We wish ah 


Every Christian dreams of this a practical example of incultur- 
making a pilgrimage to the Holy ation, that is, the blending of the 
’ culture of a people (in this. u ~ 


Land, but not every Christian ! 
the wherewithal to gel there. 
When devotion to the Passion of 
Christ became widespread in the 
12th and 13th century, the veter¬ 
ans of the Crusades erected 
tableaux in their 


Anishnabek People) and their 


to represent the various places troduce you to Native art 


This innate spiritual quality of 
e People of Ojibway First Na¬ 
irn was brought home to me 
quite vividly one beautiful fall 
day. The students and teachers of 
stringent evangelical faith en- Sacred Heart School, Espanola, 
rrced with a European cultural Ontario, assembled in the school 
empiricism. Finally, we wish to in- gym to see a special surprise. The 


Native Elders carried a 


_________----—-| ritual. We would be given the op- 

Beedahbun, The Catholic Church Extension Society of Canada, Suite 101, | 

67 Bond Street, Toronto, Ontario M5B1X5 I ^ ^ . 

I Telephone (416) 663-9550 I Among them was the Eagle 

j feather. The eagle is the thunder- 
Dghi of Dawn at $24.95 , bird, the symbol of knowledge and 

| direction, caretaker of First Na- 


to help with handling costs of each order_ 


i i 


s. It is t 


5 bird th 


igh, it alone is capable of being 

_ I the great messenger to God, hov- 

I ering between all people and their 
I Creator. On its wings, it carries the 

_ I prayers and hopes of the people. 

,1 Pope John Paul II is also a 
ANN^ messenger to the Great Spirit, a 


giver of life. He too brings our 
prayers to God. He would be 
given an eagle feather as a symbol 
of this. This was the highest hon¬ 
our that the Native People could 
bestow upon him. Then the Elders 
explained, “Do you not also wish 
to have your prayers and your 
hopes brought to the good God? 
Don’t you have some message 
that you want the Holy Father to 
bring to our loving Creator? Well, 
we will give you an opportunity. 
Think of a special prayer and then 
when you come forward to view 
the gifts, pass your hand over the 
eagle feather. Yes, so when we 
give the feather to the Holy Fa¬ 
ther, your prayers will also be 
handed over to him.” 

It was a great lesson for me — 
and an effective one 1 hasten to 
add. A few weeks later, on 
September 15, 1984 as I watched 
the live television coverage of this 
historic meeting between Pope 
John Paul II and the Native Peo¬ 
ple at the Martyrs Shrine in Mid¬ 
land, Ontario, 1 observed elder 
Ernest Benedict present “our” 
eagle feather to the Pope. I was 
transfixed. 

The cloudy day mixed with in¬ 
termittent drizzle did not dampen 
the enthusiasm of those gathered 
on the hill overlooking Huronia. 
If anything, it instilled a feeling of 
closeness not unlike the tradi¬ 
tional gathering together of the 
people that might well have taken 
place in a longhouse similar to the 
reconstructed model that the Pope 
had visited moments before. 

Ernest Benedict, his hair 
adorned with long, meticulous 
braids reaching down and resting 
on his shoulders, approached the 
Pope. He did it with a pride and 
dignity which reached back to his 
great irrefutably indigenous tradi¬ 
tions. A prayer shawl draped over 
his left arm, the eagle feather 

right hand, he began to speak in a 
prayerful, prophetic style exhibit¬ 
ing the confidence of a shaman. 


“We who are sheltered by the 
great tree of peace have placed 
the eagle at the top of the tree. 
The eagle has great courage be¬ 
yond any other creature and his 
travels are above us all. We be¬ 
lieve that it is entirely fitting that 
this feather from’ the wings that 
have brushed against the sky, 
shall be awarded to you for your 
supreme courage and spiritual 
achievement. As you proclaim the 
heavenly message we remember 
that the Master has given his 
blood for the world. You also 
have shed your blood; that has 
been noted on the feather. These 
are my words.” 

All who watched were moved 
by the simplicity and power of 
these words. They were not hol¬ 
low. On the contrary they seemed 
to possess a magnetic force, draw¬ 
ing different cultures to the centre 
of a bond held in common as if all 


was equally dissolvable. Moments 
like this can melt discord and 
build solidarity. As a viewer 
watching this spectacle from the 
comfort of my living room, I felt I 
belonged to this important event 
And isn’t this precisely what 
our lives are all about? Faith is 
that gift which cries out for be¬ 
longing. In this often abrupt and 
unmanageable world where our 
hearts seem adrift in chaos, we 
long for safety and refuge. We 
long to gather under the teepee, in 
the longhouse, in a friend’s living 
room, a sanctuary somewhere. We 
long for meaning; we long to 
belong. As depicted in the paint¬ 
ing of Creation by Michaelangelo 
which adorns the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel, God, the Creator 
Spirit, has continually reached out 
to us. Time and time again we see 
a God head over heels in love with 
us. It was a love bound for con- 

the form it took was the Incarna¬ 
tion — God loved us so much that 
he became one of us; indeed, it is 
the ultimate compliment. 















